
THE MANOR OF NOSELEY

with some account of the 
free chapel of St. Mary

BY

GEORGE F. FARNHAM, F.S.A. and 
A. HAMILTON THOMPSON, F.S.A.

I. THE MANOR.

II. THE CHAPEL.

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION OF THE CHAPEL.



L—The Manor.

The manorial descent of Noseley is extremely simple. At 
the time of the Domesday Survey Hugh de Grentemaisnil held 
twelve carucates of land in Noveslei, which, with many other 
manors, had been granted to him by the Conqueror. The record 
states: " There is land for eight ploughs. In demesne there.are 
two ploughs and three serfs; and sixteen villeins with a priest 
and eight bordars have six ploughs. There are twenty acres of 
brushwood. It was worth thirty shillings ; now it is worth sixty 
shillings." 1 A few years before this date, apparently in 1081, 
Hugh had given the church of Noseley with its tithes and two 
virgates of land to the Abbey of Saint-Evroult, in the diocese of 
Seez, which was closely connected with his family. 2 From Hugh 
de Grentemaisnil the manor came to the earls of Leicester, and 
was held of them and their successors, the earls and dukes of 
Lancaster, as of the honour of Leicester. The descent of the chief 
lords of the, fee until the present day is therefore that of the said 
honour.

By the middle of the thirteenth century the tenants in 
demesne were the family of Martival, which already had obtained 
property elsewhere in Leicestershire. Their name appears in a 
variety of forms, Martiwas, Martinwast, Martivaux, Mortivaux, 
and in the Latin form de Martivallis. There can be little doubt 
that it was derived from the village of Martinvaast (Manche) in 
the C6tentin, near Cherbourg. That they were closely attached 
to the earls of Leicester and prospered under their protection, is 
quite clear. Their armorial bearings, Silver, a cinquefoil sable, 
are simply a variant of those of the earls, according to the early 
custom by which the dependent borrowed his arms from those 
of his patrons. 3

In the Pipe roll of 1166-7 William Basset, sheriff of cos. War 
wick and Leicester, accounted for half a mark from the lands of

IF. C. H. Leices. I, 315. 
2Ordericus Vitalis, H. E. vi., 5.
3Cf. the series of shields of Northumberland families founded on the arms 

of Baliol, etc., illustrated in Arch. Aeliana, 3rd ser. vol. vi.



THE MANOR OF NOSELEY 215

Geoffrey de Normanvill and Richard de Martinwast in Gouteby,1 
and for one mark from the lands of Richard de Martinwast in 
Hallaton. This seems to be the earliest mention of the family 
in Leicestershire. In the Pipe roll of 1186-7 Ralph de Martin 
wast rendered account of three marks for warranty to him by 
Brennus, son of Leo, of his farm in Goadby, Hallaton and 
Garthorp ; and in that 1199, Ralph de Martival owed 36s. for 
the residue of the farm of Belgrave.

The family name occurs also in Essex in the Fine rolls of 6 
and 7 John [1205.J William de Martywas gave 100 marks and a 
palfrey to the king to have the king's letters patent for safe 
conduct in coming into England to have speech with the king, 
and to have the land of which he has been disseised. An entry 
in the second of these rolls is to the effect that Brian the usher 
(Hostiarius) gave 100 marks to have the land which was of 
William de Marti was in Writel. The justices were ordered to 
cause Brian to have full seisin, and to guard safely the body of 
William, who had been captured. Writtle, where this land lay, 
is near Chelmsford ; but Morant notes the existence in Ashdon, 
near Saffron Walden, of a small manor called Mortisfaus, 
Mortivaux, or Mortimers. 2

In the same Fine roll (7 John), the sheriff of co. Southampton 
is ordered to deliver seisin to Saer de Quincy (earl of Winchester 
and co-tenant of the honour of Leicester) of the lands in his 
bailiwick included in the honour of Grentemaisnil. These were 
parcel of the land and fees which king John had granted to 
Pernell, countess of Leicester, and had afterwards taken into his 
hands, and for which Saer de Quincy now gave 5000 marks. From 
these were excepted the countess' dower, and the chattels and 
corn, the manor of Wares,3 and three knight's fees, which 
Saer granted to her for her life. One knight's fee of the old 
feoffment and a fourth part of one of the new were held by Ralph 
de Martiwas. This brings us back to Leicestershire, where the 
land held by this tenure was probably situated. The Pipe roll 
of 8 John [1206-7] states that Ralph de Marti wast rendered 
accountof 40 marks for having seisin of 100 shillings worth of land 
which Pernell, countess of Leicester, gave him with the assent

iGoadby in Gartree wapentake. 'Ware, Herts. 
ZMorant, Hist. Essex, II, 540.
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of Saer de Quincy, and of which the king had disseised him; 
for having the marriage of Agnes who was the wife of Hugh de 
Dive, with his land, to wit, twelve pounds worth of land which 
Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester, gave him; and for having 
the king's confirmation of the said land and marriage. He had 
the charters of the countess and the earl, and prayed that he 
might not be troubled contrary to them. He was pardoned 15 
marks by the king's writ. Of the remaining 25 marks we have 
an account in the Fine roll of 9 John [1207], which also locates 
the land given by the countess to Ralph as being in Earl Shilton. 
"Ralph de Marti was gives 25 marks to have the king's con 
firmation of 100 shillings worth of land in Selton; and for this 
fine, that he be quit of another fine which he made in the eighth 
year of the king's reign, namely, for 40 marks which he promised 
to the king for the said land of Selton, and for having to wife 
Agnes who was the wife of Hugh de Dive, who made fine with 
the king that she should not be distrained to marry." The fine 
paid by Agnes, 40 marks and a palfrey, is entered as secured to 
the sheriff of co. Northampton.

By two fines recorded in October, 1208, Ralph de Martiwast, 
on Saturday after the feast of St. Denis, 1 conveyed his right in 
half a carucate of land in Frolesworth to Robert son of Geoffrey 
for ten marks; and, on the following day, his right in four 
virgates of land in Leire to Ralph Basset for 4j marks. In both 
cases the process was by recognition of mort dancestor, with 
Ralph as plaintiff.

The first mention of Noseley in connection with the Martivals 
occurs between eleven and twelve years later. .On 30 May, 1220, 
William de Bracebrig and Amice his wife, for payment of a mark, 
had a writ to obtain twelve jurors for an assize of novel disseisin 
before the justices in eyre against William de Martiwast and 
others concerning a tenement in Nouesle. 2 On 16 June following 
the justices had precept to deliver seisin to William de Martival, 
who had made fine for 30 marks, of the land which was of Ralph 
de Martival, his father, in Shilton, held by the said Ralph of the 
honour of Leicester. 3 That the William of this second entry is 
the William of the first may be assumed without undue rashness.

ill October 1208. ^ciose rolls, 4 Hen. HI. 
«Fine roll, 4 Hen. III.
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It is also probable *that the interest of the Martivals in Noseley 
had an earlier origin, although this cannot be proved by any 
definite record. It was about 1220 that Ralph of Linford, rector 
of Noseley, gave his consent to the maintenance by William de 
Martiwast and his heirs of a chapel and chaplain in their curia 
of Nouislle. 1 It is clear, therefore, that about this date William 
de Martival was the demesne tenant of the manor.

The suit brought by William of Bracebridge and Amice his 
wife against William de Martival in 1220 appears to have had a 
sequel ten years later. According to Dugdale, William of Brace- 
bridge was the younger son of Peter of Braoebridge, near Lincoln, 
and his wife Amice, daughter and heir of Osbert of Arden, of 
Kingsbury, co. Warwick, and had succeeded his brother John, 
who had died without issue, in the Kingsbury property. 2 The 
origin of his claim to property in Noseley is unknown. At 
Michaelmas 1230, William de Martiwast demanded judgment by 
default against William of Bracebridge and his wife, in an assize 
of novel disseisin concerning 3j virgates of land in Nouesle. 
The judges decided that the suit should proceed by default, and 
that the defendants should be summoned to hear judgment. 3 An 
agreement was concluded between the parties, by which William 
de Martiwast kept all the houses belonging to the capital messuage 
in Nouesle, conceding to the Bracebridges the house of the 
capital messuage in Hurle. 4 The premises were to be appraised 
by the oath of six lawful men, three for each of the parties, and 
William de Martiwast was to pay the surplus value of his share 
of the bargain to William and Amice. They granted him a 
villein, John Kinebaut, reserving to themselves the villeins 
tenement. 5 It must be owned that the full meaning of this suit 
is obscure. It may, however, be suggested that Amice, the wife 
of William of Bracebridge, was a sister of William de Martival ; 
but, even so, the entrance of the house of the capital messuage of 
Hurley into the suit remains unexplained.

Two undated grants to William de Martival relate to his 
demesne and curia or manor-house at Noseley. William of

iSee Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxv, 433-486 (Some unpublished Documents
relating to Noseley, no. 1, with photographic facsimile). 

2Dng_dale, Antiq. Wane,, ed. Thomas, II, 1056. 
sCuria Regis roll 107, m.3. 
'Hurley is about 2 miles E. of Kingsbury. 
sCuria Regis roll 107, m.29.
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Preston granted to him and his heirs common in all his wood at 
Goadby, for a yearly rent of two shillings, for his own cattle and 
those of his heirs in his demesne of his court of Nouesle, with 
free entrance and exit to and from the said pasture. The other 
grant, from Richard de Martival, was of common in his common 
pasture at Goadby, on similar conditions, for the yearly rent of 
a pair of gloves or a penny. 1 A plea of warranty, brought at 
Michaelmas 1231 by William de Martiwast against Geoffrey de 
Monte, concerned half a virgate of land in Morton, i.e., Gil- 
morton, which William, son of William, had claimed and 
recovered against him by assize of mort dancestor. Geoffrey was 
sick and did not appear, but his son Robert acknowledged that 
William de Martivast held the land in question; and the sheriff 
was ordered to distrain Geoffrey to come into court in Hilary 
term and do warranty.2

William de Martival was a person of considerable im 
portance in his neighbourhood. On 15 Feb. 1225, he was 
appointed a justice for the collection of the fifteenth in cos. 
Warwick and Leicester ; 3 and, on 8 July 1227 and 24 Nov. 1228, 
a justice for taking assizes of novel disseisin in co. 
Leicester.* On 30 Nov. 1228, the sheriff of co. Leicester 
was ordered to cause a knight to be elected as coroner 
for the county in place of William de Martival, who 
was retained in the king's service.5 Later, as sheriff of co. 
Northampton, he had charge of the fortieth returned from that 
county and cos. Warwick, Leicester, Norfolk, Suffolk, Cam 
bridge, Huntingdon, Buckingham, Bedford, and Rutland, in 
Northampton castle : the money was delivered into the wardrobe, 
and an order issued to the barons of the exchequer to acquit 
William on 10 Feb. 1234-5. 6 It appears also, from a mandate of 
25 March 1235, addressed to the sheriff of co. Leicester, that 
William acted as bailiff for Stephen Segrave, while Stephen was 
sheriff of co. Northampton; and it seems probable that .his 
position was that of sheriff's deputy rather than sheriff. 7 He was 
appointed one of the assessors and collectors in co. Leicester of

lAssoc. Sac. R. & P. xxv, 441-8 (u. s. nos. 7, 8.) The pedigree given 
ibid. 432, assumes that Richard de Martival of Hallaton was a son 
of William.

aCuria Regis roll 110, m.ll. *Close rolls 1227-1231, pp. 140, 141.
3Pat. rolls 1216-1225, p. 562. *Ibid. 1234-1237, p. 48.
*Ibid. 1225-1232, pp. 159, 280. ''Ibid. p. 172.
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the thirtieth granted1 to the king at Hilary 1236-7. 1 The latest 
entry which relates to him appears to be on the Pipe roll for 
1243-4 [28 Hen. III.], when he rendered half a mark on account 
of three debts. A little earlier, in 1241, he appears as a party in 
a suit touching three carucates of land in Clummor' in Ireland, 
when he called Ralph de Normanvill to warrant against Robert 
de Braybuf and Margery his wife. 2

Anketil or Anketin de Martival, who, on 4 January 125(M, 
had a grant of free warren to himself and his heirs in his demesne 
lands of the manor of Noseley,3 was apparently the son and heir 
of William. On 8 January 1256-7, he was exempted from being 
put on assizes, etc., and from being made sheriff against his will. 4 
Anketin de Martival was appointed, on 4 Aug. 1258, as one of 
four knights to inquire into and report upon trespasses and 
injuries committed in co. Leicester, and was commissioned on 23 
Oct. following to keep cos. Warwick and Leicester, i.e., as sheriff, 
in the form provided by the king and council. 5 As both these last 
appointments followed upon the constitutional changes inau 
gurated by the provisions of Oxford, it is obvious that Anketin's 
sympathies lay with the baronial party. As a matter of fact, he 
was steward to Simon de Montfort in 1261, when, with two 
others, he was" summoned for impeding Eudo la Zouche and his 
wife Milisent's free power of giving and taking estover in a wood 
at Lubbesthorpe, which they had recovered against Simon by 
assize of novel disseisin. In this suit, Anketin's pledges were 
two men from Noseley, John le Franceys and Richard son of 
Reginald. 6

In 1263, Anketin de Martival and Agnes his wife were 
commanded to deliver seisin to John of Meriet of the lands and 
tenements which had belonged to Nicholas his father, and which, 
coming, together with the heir, a minor, into the custody of 
prince Edward, had been granted by him to Anketin and Agnes. 7 
Anketin's wife is named Agnes Bauzam on 3 Feb. 1264-5, when 
the justiciar of Ireland was ordered to protect them and their 
Irish property, and aid their attorneys to recover certain of their

I/bid, p. 552. 2/bid. 1237-1242, p. 362.
3Cal. Charter rolls I, 351. See also Assoc. Spc. R. & P. xxv, 443-4 (u.s.

no. 9, with photographic facsimile of original).
ICal. Pat. rolls 1247-1258, p. 536. "Curia Regis roll 171, ra. 19 d. 

d. pp. 646, 655. ^Fine roll, 48 Hen. Ill, m.6.
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rents. 1 As Anketin is here said to be constantly attendant upon 
the king's affairs, it is obvious that he could not find time to 
look after his property in person ; and, as this document belongs 
to the period of Henry Ill's virtual captivity between the battles 
of Lewes and Evesham, it is probable that the affairs on which 
Anketin was attendant were more in the interests of Simon de 
Montfort than of the king.

Anketin, however, shows no signs of having suffered with 
Simon's adherents after Evesham. At Michaelmas 1266 a third 
part of 22 acres of land and of 8s. rent in Gildemorton, to which 
he called Saer de Harcourt to warrant, were demanded against 
him by Juliane, the wife of Robert de Louerd, as her 
dower. 2 It is quite possible that this Juliane had been the wife 
of Richard de Martival of Hallaton, whose sons, Richard and 
Robert, died without issue, their inheritance passing to their 
sister Joan, the wife of John of Welham. 3 John and Joan, at 
Michaelmas 1267, made fine with Anketin concerning four 
selions of land and the advowson of a mediety of the church of 
Halghton [Hallaton].4 After this date, Anketin's name occurs 
twice upon commissions of inquiry into disputes, one in May 1269 
between the men of Philip Basset and Roger de Clifford at- Ryhall, 
co. Rutland,5 and the other in January 1273-4 between contending 
parties in the town of Oxford. 6 We know that Anketin died 
between June 1274, the date of his grant of endowment to the 
chapel of St. Mary at Noseley, and 19 August following, the date 
of Edward I's coronation. 7 His widow Agnes, at Hilary 1274-5, 
was concerned in two actions concerning land at Gilmorton and 
Scraptoft. An acre at Scraptoft was demanded against her by 
Christian, the daughter of Robert Scot ; while she demanded two 
messuages and half of three bovates, 21 acres, and 10s. 3d. rent 
in Gilmorton against Nicholas de Martival. 8

The son and heir of Anketin was Roger de Martival, who 
must have been of age at or shortly after his father's death, as in 
December 1276 he confirmed his father's gifts to the manorial

Z. Pat. rolls 1258-1266, p. 478. 5CaI. Pat. rolls 1266-1272, p. 382.
2Curia Regis roll 176, m.6. 6Jbtd. 1272-1281, p. 65.
'Assize roll 458, m.17. 7See the account of the chapel below.
«Feet of Fines, I/eices. »De Banco roll 7, mm. 3d., 4d.
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chapel. 1 He was eflucated at Oxford, where he seems to have 
been one of the early members of Merton college.2 Here he 
probably studied canon law, to judge from his subsequent career, 
and obtained his master's degree before the summer of 1279, 
when Isabel de Martival sued master Roger de Martival for five 
messuages, a virgate and a half and 25 acres of land, and 3s. rent 
in Gilmorton. 3 His close connection with Oxford seems to have 
lasted for a long time: he was chancellor of the university in 
1293, when he was a doctor of divinity." Taking holy orders, he 
was instituted to the church of Thurcaston between 1280 and 1284. 5 
This is the only parish church which he seems to have held, and 
he continued rector until his promotion to the episcopate. Two 
suits at the assizes of 1284 relate to disputes between him and 
John le Fauconer, who made a fence in Thurcaston to the im 
pediment of free passage for the rector's cattle and plough, and 
endeavoured to hinder the common of fishing in the streams of 
Hathebrok and Bybrock, which he and his predecessors had 
possessed in right of their church. 6

It is uncertain when he first obtained promotion in the church 
of Lincoln. By 1288, however, he was archdeacon of Hunting 
don ; 7 and it is probable that-he succeeded William of Newark, 
who died in 1286, in this office. He also then, or somewhat later, 
obtained the prebend of Lafford,8 which gave him his right, as a 
canon of the church, to a voice in chapter. He resigned this 
prebend on 18 November 1293, when he was admitted to the 
prebend of Caistor. 9 On 16 January 1294-5, he was admitted 
to the archdeaconry of Leicester, resigning that of Huntingdon.10 
His immediate predecessors had held the prebend of Leicester 
St. Margaret's with the archdeaconry : this was offered to Roger, 
but he declined it, 11 preferring to keep Caistor, which he continued 
to hold until his connexion with Lincoln was finally severed. 
He retained the archdeaconry for sixteen years, until his election

iSee account of chapel below.
2Bloxsom, Hist, of Gilmorton, p. 12.
3De Banco roll 30 (Trin. 7 Edw. I), m. 83. The exact relation of the

Gilmorton Martivals to their superior lords, the Martivals of Noseley,
is quite uncertain. 

-»Le Neve, Fasti, III, 464. 
sNichols, Hist. Leices. Ill, 1059. The first part of bishop Button's Leicester

roll of institutions, which covered this period, has been lost. 
SAssize roll 457 (12 Edw. I), mm. 18d., 16d. 
?Le Neve, II, 49. wibid. II, 59. 
eibid. II, 160-1. uibid. II, 168. 
9/btd. II, 126.
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to the deanery of Lincoln, in which he was installed on 25 
January 1310-1 1. 1 On 6 February 1297-8 he had collation of the 
prebend of Netheravon in Salisbury2 : an order of Edward I, dated 
8 June 1300, orders the keeper of the forest of Clarendon to give 
Roger de Martival, canon of Salisbury, six bucks of the king's 
gift. 3 Further, on 15 January 1305-6, he obtained collation of 
the prebend of Flixton in Lichfield. 4 He resigned his various 
preferments in Lincoln, Salisbury and Lichfield, and his church 
of Thurcaston in 1315, when he was appointed bishop of Salis 
bury. The royal assent was given to his election on 11 June, 
and his temporalities were restored on 18 July, before his con 
secration, which took place at Canterbury on 28 September, the 
officiating prelates being archbishop Reynolds, Gilbert Segrave, 
bishop of London, Henry Woodlock, bishop of Winchester, and 
John Langton, bishop of Chichester. 5

The elevation of Roger de Martival, somewhat late in life, 
to the episcopate was probably due to the influence of his superior 
lord, Thomas of Lancaster, in affairs of state at this time. It 
coincides, at any rate, with the period during which Lancaster's 
power was supreme. In 1318, during the pacification between 
Lancaster and Edward II, the bishop of Salisbury was one of the 
members of the king's council, the appointment of which marked 
the advantage gained by the party of the lords Ordainers, and was 
a signatory of the agreement between the two cousins. 6 Of 
Roger's clerical activity before his consecration there is little 
record beyond the dates of his preferments. We know that he 
either was, or intended to go, abroad in January 1280-1, October 
1283, and February 1291-2, possibly on the king's service, as he 
had letters of protection on this account. 7 He was also on his 
way to the papal court on 14 June 1306, when Stephen Giffard 
and Anketil de Martival had letters of protection, as being in 
his company8 : this again may have been as an envoy from 
Edward I to the recently elected Clement V at Avignon. It has 
been impossible to consult his register at Salisbury for the pur 
pose of this article, and so to obtain any estimate of his work

d. II, 32. 3Cal. Close rolls 1296-1302, p. 353. 
^Tories, Fasti Eccl. Sar.. p. 204. "Le Neve I, 602. 
5>bid. II, 600 ; Stubbs, Reg. Sac., p. 71.
sj?ot. ParJ. I. 453, 454 ; Cal Close rolls 1818-1323, pp. 112, 113. 
7Coi. Pat. rolls 1281-1292, pp 54, 78, 473, 475. 
8/bid. 1301-1307, p. 454.
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as a diocesan. In a reign when bishops took a singularly active 
and somewhat questionable part in affairs of state, he seems to 
have stood apart from political intrigue. As the son of a tenant 
and an apparent supporter of Simon de Montfort, and as a tenant 
under Thomas of Lancaster, his sympathies naturally would have 
lain with the party opposed to Edward II and his favourites; but 
the caution which may be inferred from his father's continuance 
in the tenure of the Noseley estate after 1265 was probably 
inherited by him. His age also may have excused him from 
political business: \if he was not one of the few bishops who 
courageously protested against the deposition of Edward II in 
1327, he shows no signs of active adherence to the episcopal party 
which furthered the designs of Isabel and Mortimer. He died 
on 14 March 1329-30, 1 when his age cannot have been far short 
of eighty. He was buried at Salisbury on the north side of the 
high altar, where his tomb is mentioned by the older antiquaries. 
Towards the end of the eighteenth century, however, the early 
fourteenth-century tomb which hitherto had, with every show 
of reason, been recognised as his was ascribed, on insufficient 
grounds, to one of his predecessors, Robert of Bingham, who died 
in 1246. In spite of arguments to the contrary, the modern 
tradition still holds the field and, like all improbabilities of the 
kind, is accepted as fact. 2

The chief records of Roger de Martival's tenure of Noseley 
concern his establishment of the collegiate chapel. In the extent 
of knight's fees belonging to Edmund, earl of Lancaster and 
Leicester, and brother of Edward I, in 1297, the jury returned 
that the earl died seised of one fee in Nouesle and Humberstone, 
held by master Roger de Martyvaus, doing suit of court and 
scutage. 3 At Michaelmas 1299 an assize of novel disseisin was 
brought by William of Sauston [of Keythorpe] and Margaret his 
wife against master Roger de Martival and certain men of Nose- 
ley, viz., John of Hallishede, Hugh Frere, Thomas Broket, Roger 
le Pestor, William le Bercher, Matthew le Provost and David 
Tubbe, for the recovery of nine acres of land in Goadby as their

iLe Neve, I, 600.
2S'ee the paper by Sir W. H. St. John Hope and the discussion thereon in

Proc. Soc. Antiq. 2d. ser. xxviii, 184-190. 
. p.m. Ill, 319.
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free tenement. The plaintiffs claimed the property by enfeoffment 
granted by Richard of Well, as kinsman and heir of Peter of Well, 
after the death of Geoffrey of Well, to whom Peter had demised 
it for life. Roger contended that five of the nine acres were 
included in 24 acres of land, in which he had recovered common 
of pasture by an assize of novel disseisin held in 1288: for the 
other four, he pleaded the confirmation to William de Martival, 
his ancestor, by William of Preston of common in all his high 
wood of Goadby for his cattle and those of his heirs in his demesne 
of his curia of Noseley. The jury gave their verdict in (favour of 
Roger and the villagers who were accused of infringing the right 
of pasture, in which William of.Preston had reserved to himself 
only "le Riffley," 1 i.e., the refletum or osier-bed.

The Lay Subsidy roll of 1327 assesses the township of Noseley 
at 58s., of which Roger Mortivaux was credited with 30s. 9d. 
John Counseil and Geoffrey le Smyth were assessed at 3s. 8d. 
each; Geoffrey Lessys at 3s. 7d. ; Robert le Coupere at 3s. 3d. ; 
Emma le Coupere at 3s. 2d. ; Simon atte Lane and Hugh son of 
Peter at 2s. 6d. each ; Richard son of Matthew at 2s. 3d. ; and 
Ralph of Gloston at 2s. 2d.

It is generally supposed that Roger de Martival's heir was 
his sister Joyce, wife of Robert of Sadington. If she was Roger's 
sister, she must have been much younger than her brother and 
older than her husband. The actual relationship between Roger 
and the branch of Martival settled at Gilmorton is not clear. At 
Hilary 1279-80 Roger claimed the custody of the land and heir of 
Nicholas de Martival from his widow Isabel, on the ground that 
Nicholas held his land of him by knight-service. 2 This family, 
however, was not in the line of succession to Noseley; 
and, Roger seems to have had a sister, who married sir 
Henry Hubond, and was the mother of Roger's nephew, 
Anketin or Anketil de Martival, son of the said sir Henry, 
to whom, on 22 February 1328-9, he granted the advowson 
of the chapel of Noseley. 3 This Anketin was probably the 
person who went with Roger to the papal court in 1306 ; and he 
certainly seems to have been his uncle's immediate successor at 
Noseley. A fine was made at Easter 1331, for 100 marks of

lAssize roll 465, m.S. SAssoc. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 302-304. 
2De Banco roll 32, m.31.
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silver, between Aijketin de Mortivaus and Thomas of Morton 
and Denise his wife; concerning the manors of Noseley and Hum- 
berstone, and 18 messuages, two mills, two carucates and 17 
virgates of land in Scraptoft and Gilmorton. 1 In the returns of 
the Lay Subsidy of 1331-2 Anketil de Martivall was assessed at 
20s. Of those whose names appear in the earlier list, already 
referred to, Simon atte Lane was assessed at 6s. 4d., Geoffrey 
Faber (le Smyth) at 5s., Geoffrey Lessy at 4s. 8d., and John 
Counseil at 4s. 6d. Robert Pere, at 7s., is possibly Robert le 
Coupere, mentioned in 1327: Thomas Coupere now appears, 
"assessed at 3s. 6d. The other names which make up the total of 
62s. are John of Kyngsele, 6s. 6d. ; Thomas Collesone, 2s. 6d. ; 
and Thomas of Wardeleye, 2s.

After 1332, however, the name of Martival disappears 
altogether, not only from Noseley, but from the other places 
hitherto associated with the family. It certainly would appear 
that Roger had outlived all the male heirs of Martival except 
Anketin, and that Anketin did not long survive him. His in 
heritance then certainly passed to Joyce and her husband Robert 
of Sadington. Joyce was living in 1336, when she and Robert 
recovered £10 damages against William de Harcourt for his 
failure, as mesne tenant, to acquit them of the service which 
Thomas Beauchamp exacted of them for the free tenement which 
they held of the said William in Gilmorton. The sheriff was 
ordered to summon William to show cause for non-payment. 2

Robert of Sadington was a man of some distinction in public 
affairs, and having filled the office of chief baron of the exchequer 
from 20 March 1336-7, came into prominence during the wave of 
anti-clerical feeling which followed the quarrel of Fdward III with 
archbishop Stratford. He became treasurer of the exchequer on 2 
May 1340, but reverted to his previous post of chief baron 
of the exchequer on 21 June following, and was promoted to the 
great office of chancellor on 26 October 1343. His tenure of the 
two greatest offices of state, however, was short and left no mark 
on history, and he seems to have held them as a stop-gap during 
a period when the appointment of laymen to such posts was a

iSee also De Banco roll 285, m.34.
2De Banco roll 807 (Trin. 10 Edw. HI), m. 197.
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novel and uncertain experiment. He resigned the chancery on 
26 October 1345. 1 His long services in the exchequer, to which 
he had returned as chief baron in December 1345, were recognised 
by a licence of 1 Feb. 1348-9, which gave him freedom to stay 
at home at his will, without severing his connexion with the 
treasury. The terms indicate that he was in need of rest, and 
probably he was old. 2 As late, however, as 3 April 1356, his 
name appears upon the commission of peace for co. Leicester. 3 
As regards his Leicestershire property he obtained in 1344 
a grant of free warren in his demesne lands in Sadington, 
Gilmorton and Humberstone ;4 and in 1346, on the aid granted 
for knighting prince Edward, he was assessed at ten shillings for 
a quarter of a knight's fee in Noseley. 5

It should be noted that, apart from the manorial rights in 
Noseley held by the Martivals and their successors, there was a 
knight's fee in Noseley of which Theobald de Verdon died seised 
in 1316, as appears by inquisition taken on 14 January 1316-17. 6 
On 26 June 1317, the sheriff had an order to deliver this fee, of 
the yearly value of 100s. to Roger Dammory and Elizabeth his 
wife, Theobald's widow. 7 The tenants name was unknown in 
1317, but in a writ ad melius inquirendum, issued on 29 Novem 
ber 1336, his name is given as John Norman. 8 The names of 
John Ammory and Thomas his brother occur, with that of sir 
Robert of Sadington, knight, as witnesses to a deed relating to the 
chapel, which bears date 25 April 1361. 9

Whether this Robert of Sadington was the husband of Joyce or 
was his son and heir is doubtful. In any case there is a notable 
discrepancy between the age of Joyce, if she was the sister of 
Roger, and that of her husband. The statement that she was .the 
sister of the bishop seems to rest upon no sound authority : if she 
was, on the other hand, the daughter or even the sister of the 
bishop's nephew Anketin, the pedigree would be more satisfactory. 
At all events, Isabel, the daughter of Robert of Sadington and Joyce, 
inherited Noseley and married sir Ralph Hastings, knight, son of 
sir Ralph Hastings by his wife Margaret, sister of sir Robert of
JSee Foss, Judges of England, pp. 576-77 ; where wrong dates are given.

Cal. Pat. rolls 1334-1338, p. 400 ; 1338-1340, pp. 471, 544 ; 1343-1345,
p. 118 ; Cal. Close rolls 1348-1346, p. 661. 

2Cal. Pat. rolls 1348-1350, p. 252. <*Inq. p. m. vi, 38. 
3/bid. 1354-1858, p. 395. 7Cal. Close rolls 1318-1318, p. 418. 
^Charter roll, 1844. 8/nq. p.m. vii, 501. 
SNichols, op. cit. II, 741. SHastings MSS. at Ashby.
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Herle, of Kirby,* knight, 1 Sir Ralph, husband of Isabel of 
Sadington, was heir to his uncle sir Robert Herle, who died on 
7 July 1364 ; and in the inquisition post mortem his age is returned 
as thirty years and more. He and his wife succeeded to the 
Noseley property, and Isabel was still living in 1375. 2 In 1378 
there is a mention of Ralph Hastynges of Nouesley, knight. 3 He 
died on 27 October 1397. Isabel, however, had died several 
years earlier; for sir Ralph had several sons by a second wife.

The returns for the famous poll-tax of 1381 show Noseley 
as a community of villeins and cotters without a resident lord. 
The untrustworthy nature of these returns is well-known, as well 
as the method of assessment, which was calculated to produce a 
shilling per head, the well-to-do being called upon to ease the 
burden of the poorer by a larger proportional contribution. Thus 
the sum required of the 44 persons mentioned in Noseley works 
out at 44s. The highest assessments are those of Richard 
Breuster and Alice his wife, 4s. 6d., and of William son of Peter 
and Amice his wife, 3s. 9d. The other villeins named are Robert 
Hekedon, John Busby, Geoffrey Bocher, John Tourner and John 
Jurdon, with their wives Christian, Margery, Agnes, Joan and 
Alice, 3s. per couple ; Richard Taylor and Joan his wife, 2s. 6d. ; 
Robert of Gouteby and Joan his wife, 2s. ; Thomas son of Peter, 
William Smyth, and Adam Stewn, with their wives Agnes, Alice 
and Alice, 18d. each ; and Richard Carter and Ellen his wife,12d. 
Of the cottagers John Garthorp, John son of Thomas, and William 
Wryth, with their wives Agnes, Isabel and Alice, were assessed 
at 18d. each ; John of Frisby and Hugh Shepherd, with their 
wives Margery and Agnes, 12d. each ; and Sara of Neuton, 6d. 
A serving-man, Robert of Rothewelle, was assessed at 9d. ; other 
servants, Alice Stewn, John of Rothwelle, John Digges, Oster 
Tregoza, Walter Nyk, and Philip Gormoundle, at 6d. each. The 
revolt which followed the tax had no serious results in Leicester 
shire, although the arrival of the insurgents from London was 
feared, and, while the duchess of Lancaster, Constance of Castile, 
fled northward from Leicester castle, the mayor led out the town-

1This appears from a claim of Ralph in 1388 to present to the church of 
Mancetter, co. Warwick, in right of his uncle's seisin of the 
advowson (De Banco roll 511 [Mich. 12 Rich. II], m.813.)

2See account of the chapel below.
3De Banco roll 471 (Trin. I, Rich. II), m. 259 d.
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folk to Gartree hill to withstand the threatened attack on the 
stronghold of John of Gaunt. 1

The Noseley inheritance, held by sir Ralph Hastings in right 
of his first wife, passed to their only child Margaret, who before 
1397 was married to sir Roger Heron, knight. In that year he 
made a presentation, in right of his wife, to the church of Gil- 
morton. 2 They had three daughters, Isabel, Margaret and 
Elizabeth. Sir Roger died before 1402, and his widow married 

John sir Roger Blaket, knight. At Trinity 1402, John Blaket and 
Margaret his wife brought a plea against John Payn of Noseley, 
for breach of Margaret's house and close at Noseley, and for 
cutting down and carrying away her trees and underwood there 
growing, to the value of £40. 3 By a fine, dated 3 November 
1402, Thomas Weston, clerk, granted to John Blaket and 
Margaret and their issue the manors of Noseley, Gilmorton, New 
ton Harcourt and Humberstone, and twelve messuages, two mills, 
14 virgates of land, 42 acres of meadow, and 26s. 8d. rent in 
Saddington, Laughton, Scraptoft and Illston, with successive 
remainders to the three daughters of Margaret and their male 
issue, and, failing these, to the right heirs of Margaret. Mar 
garet, who, died in 1406," had no issue by her second husband ; 
but it would appear that the fine of 1402 secured the lordship 
of Noseley to John Blaket for life, as the court held at Noseley 
in Easter week, 1430, is called the court of John Blaket, knight. 5 
This disproves Nichols' statement that Blaket died in 1415 ; and 
in 1417 he was associated in a plea with Lawrence Blakesley, 
clerk, and Lawrence Wodeward, against Thomas Medowe of 
Medbourne, husbandman, for breach of the close and houses of 
John and Lawrence Blakesley at Medbourne. 6 Blakesley was 
rector of a mediety of Hallaton, and was dead in 1421. 7 It is 
noteworthy that a small court held at Noseley on Friday in Easter 
week, 11 Hen. IV, is called the court of Lawrence Blakesley: 8 
the reason is uncertain, but the explanation may be that he had

'Knighton Chron. (Rolls ser.) II, 142-144.
2Bloxsom, on. cit., p. 17.
3De Banco roll 566 (Trin. 3 Hen. IV), m. 192.
4This appears from her tomb-slab at Noseley.
5See Court roll printed in Asso. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 311, 812.
6De Banco roll 626 (Trin. 5, Hen V.), m. 340.
7 /bid. 641 (Easter, 9 Hen. V), m. 282 d.
8See Court roll, Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 310, 311 (no. 34).
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a lease of the manor for the time being, or was holding the court 
as Blaket's deputy.

Isabel, the eldest daughter of the marriage of Margaret 
Hastings with sir Roger Heron, married Thomas Hazlerigg of 
Fawdon, co. Northumberland. 1 She died in or before 1438, in 
which year her son Thomas Hazlerigg produced in court the fine 
of 1402, as evidence against entry made by Leonard Hastings 
upon the manor of Newton Harcourt, contrary to the form of the 
fine. 2 This was an attempt by one of Margaret's half-brothers, 
the sons of sir Ralph Hastings' second marriage, to claim part 
of her inheritance, although the grounds on which it was founded 
are obscure. It is uncertain whether Isabel Hazlerigg enjoyed 
her Leicestershire inheritance, and whether she survived her 
step-father, John Blaket, who was also dead in 1438. Her 
husband, however, predeceased her, and died, according to 
Nichols, about 1424. 3

On the death of sir John Blaket, then, after 1430, the manor 
of Noseley came to the Hazleriggs by the first remainder of the 
fine of 1402. In spite of all their vicissitudes, this family has 
continued to hold Noseley until the present time, and is thus 
numbered among the very few landed families now existing in 
Leicestershire, which hold property held by their ancestors before 
1500 in male descent.

Thomas Hasylrigge, son of Thomas and Isabel, died on 29 
September 1467. The inquisition, taken on 16 October, returned 
that he died seised of the manor of Noseley, held of the king for 
the moiety of a knight's fee, as of the honour of Leicester, parcel 
of the duchy of Lancaster, and worth £10 yearly, and of the manor 
of Gilmorton, with the advowson of the church of the same 
manor, held of John Champernoun by fealty and a rent of 12d. 
yearly, and worth £4 10s. a year. In co. Northumberland he 
held the manor of Eslington. 4 His son and next heir was William 
Hasylrigge, aged thirty years and more. 5 Thomas had married

JIn Gosforth parish, about three miles north of Newcastle-npon-Tyne.
2De Banco roll 709 (Easter, 16 Hen. VI), m. 137.
SNichols, op. cit., II, 741.
4In the vale of the Aln, near Whittingham. At Michaelmas 1453 Thomas 

Hasilrigg of Noseley, esq., brought suits to recover debts of £40 
each from John Collingwood of Estlyngton, gent, and Robert 
Collyngwood, son and heir of John Collyngwood (De Banco roll 771 
[Mich. 32 Hen. VI], m. 366.)

5Inq. p. m. file 24, 1467.
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Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Broket, knight, apparently before 
his mother's death. The year before his own death he was sum 
moned to answer the executors of the will of John Popham, 
knight, in a plea of 20 marks due on a bond dated at London, 
14 October, 1457. 1

The manor of Humberstone, part of Thomas Hasylrigg's 
inheritance, held of the king as of the honour of Leicester, parcel 
of the duchy of Lancaster, for the sixth part of a knight's fee, 
was granted by him on Thursday before St. Margaret's day, 1458, 
to William Hasylrigge his son, and to Elizabeth, daughter of 
Thomas Staunton, esq., whom the said William married. 2 
William died on 19 or 25 February 1473-4 ; and it appears from 
an inquisition taken on Wednesday after Trinity following, that 
the manors of Noseley and Gilmorton had been acquired by or 
leased to Robert Staunton and John Matthewe, chaplain, who, 
by charter dated at Noseley on 11 March 1470-1, had demised 
the same to William Hesylrigge and Elizabeth his wife and their 
issue. 3 From the inquisition relating to Humberstone, which 
was not held until 20 December 1476, we learn that William was 
survived by his wife, whose father was not, as Nichols states, 
of Staunton Harold and Castle Donington, but of Sutton-on-Soar, 
co. Nottingham.

Their son and heir, Thomas Hesylrigge, was ten years old 
and more in 1474. He married Lucy, daughter and co-heir of 
Thomas Entwysell, esq., of Dalby-on-the-Wolds. Their family 
relations were somewhat complicated by the fact that Elizabeth, 
widow of William Hasylrigge, became the second wife of 
Thomas Entwysell, and consequently was stepmother to her own 
daughter-in-law. In 1485 and 1503, owing to this marriage, 
Thomas Entwysell is styled of Noseley. 4 Thomas Hesylrigge 
long survived his mother and stepfather, and died on 24 May 
1541, seised of the manors of Noseley and Gilmorton, and of the 
advowson of the collegiate chantry of Noseley. 5 At this date 
his son and heir, Bertram or Bertine Hasilrigge, had for some 
years been married to Anne, daughter of John Southill of

iDe Banco roll 821 (Mich, 6 Edw. IV), m. 282.
2Inq. p. m. 1476. *Ibid. file 49, 1474.
*De Banco roll 893 (Trm. 2-3 Rich. Ill), m. 204 ; 966 (Mich. 9 Hen. VII).

m. 269. 
. p. m. file 64/181, 1541.
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Stockerston; and the son of Bertine, Miles, was old enough to 
take a wife in June 1540, when, on his marriage with Bridget, 
daughter of sir Thomas Griffin of Braybrooke, co. Northampton, 
his grandfather settled his properties to his own use for life, with 
remainder to Bertine for his life, and then to Miles, his heirs and 
assigns for ever. 1 Miles died at Braybrooke, during the lifetime 
of "his father, on 28 November 1544, and the remainder of the 
property thus descended, after Bertine's death, to Thomas 
Hasilrigge, the eldest son of Miles.

The will of Miles was proved on 3 February 1544-5 by 
Bridget, his relict and executrix. It mentions that the testator's 
father, Bertyn Hasylrig, is seised for the term of his life inter 
alia, of the site of the manor of Noseley, and of one capital 
messuage and certain curtilages, orchards, gardens and pools 
adjoining thereto, of one close there called the Lord's Bushfelde, 
and another close called Neates Pasture, and of two closes and 
pieces of meadow thereunto adjoining ; and also of two closes 
there called the Parke and the Conyngree, and of one close there 
called the Butholt, and of one wood there called Noseley Wood, 
and one windmill;, and of one close there now or late in the 
tenure of Robert Lawe, another in the tenure of William 
Wodkopp, and another in the tenure of Robert Cose, all in 
Noseley ; with other lands in Goadby, etc., the reversion of all 
which belongs to the testator and his heirs. He wills this capital 
messuage to his wife Bridget for life, after the death of his 
father. To his younger son Edward Hazlerigg is willed a close 
in Noseley called the Wolpytt close ; and to his posthumous 
child is willed another close in Noseley called the Myll felde. 2

Bertine Hasilrigge survived his son twenty-one years, and 
died on 25 July, 1565, seised of the manors of Noseley and Gil- 
morton, the advowson of the collegiate chantry of Noseley, etc. 
Thomas Hasilrigge, son of Miles Hasilrigge, is stated in the 
return of the inquisition, taken 11 October 1565, to be his grand 
son and next heir, aged 22. 3 Nichols4 incorrectly assigns the 
death of Miles to the year 1566 (sic), and so makes Thomas 
succeed his father instead of his grandfather. Thomas Hazlerigg 
died on 31st May 1600. By his wife Ursula, daughter of Thomas

lAssoc. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 314, 315 (u. s. no. 37).
2P.C.C. Wills, 21 Pynning. ^Inq. p . .m . 142/70, 1565. «Op. cit. II, 743.
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Andrew of Charwelton, co. Northampton, he had a son, who 
succeeded him, also named Thomas. This Thomas in 1622 was 
created a baronet, and by his wife Frances, daughter and heir 
of William Gorges, esq., of Alderton, co. Northampton, became 
the father of sir Arthur Hazlerigg, the celebrated parliamentarian. 
From this point the descent of the manor can be traced easily, to 
the present day, aud repetition of the usual accounts of it is 
unnecessary. We may note, however, that Edward, the younger 
brother of Thomas and son of Miles Hasilrigge, married Ann, 
daughter of Thomas Nichols, by whom he had a son Edward, 
who married Frances, one of the four daughters and co-heirs of 
William Brocas by Elizabeth, sole daughter and heir of Mary 
Dexter, wife of Thomas Dexter of Theddingworth.
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IL—The Chapel.

A special interest is attached to the chapel of Noseley for more 
than one reason. Founded as a small college of chantry chap 
lains, it is one of the earliest of those collegiate establishments 
which, formed of bodies of resident priests with a common life 
and a common fund, showed a marked difference of constitution 
from the ordinary cathedral or collegiate church, in which 
resident canons were in a minority, the appropriation of prebends 
to individual canons had reduced the traces of a common life to 
a few traditional customs, and the revenues from property held in 
common by the chapter were shared in varying proportions by 
the few residentiaries. In spite of its comparative insignificance, 
the chapel maintained its existence continuously until the sup 
pression of chantries under Edward VT. A manorial chapel 
distinct from the parish church of Noseley, and superseding an 
earlier chapel founded some fifty years earlier by William de 
Martival, its incumbents eventually succeeded to the parochial 
rights which its foundation tended to weaken, while remaining 
under the control of the lords of the manor. To this we owe 
the preservation of one of the most interesting ecclesiastical 
buildings in Leicestershire, a perfect example of the chapel plan 
upon an ample scale, the fabric of which remains substantially as 
it was designed for its founders.

The foundation deeds, preserved in bishop Dalderby's register 
at Lincoln, begin with the charter of Anketin de Martival, bearing 
date June 1274. 1 For his soul and the souls of his ancestors and 
successors and all the faithful departed, he granted in frankalmoin 
to God and the chapel of St. Mary, situate in his manor of 
Noseley, and to the chaplains celebrating and to celebrate divine 
worship, and to serve God for ever in the same, a messuage in

Lincoln Reg. II, f. 222, Latin text, from the roll of transcripts made in 
1579-80 from the Lincoln episcopal registers, to prove what lands 
did belong to the chantry chapel of Noseley and the impropriation 
is printed with translation in Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxv, 448, 449 (u. 
s. no. 12.)
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Noseley, a messuage and a virgate of land in Slawston, five acres 
of arable land, which had belonged to George of Hallaton, in 
Hallaton, and four virgates of land in Houghton, with their 
appurtenances, and with the villeins who held the said tenements 
and their families. The charter of which this is the essential 
substance, was witnessed by Robert de Martival of Allesthorp, 
Ralph de Martival of Hallaton, Henry Mallorre of Walton, Walter 
of Billesdon, and Robert Paynel.

On Christmas day, 1276, the same witnesses attested a 
renewal and confirmation of Anketin's charter by his son and heir, 
master Roger de Martival, the future archdeacon of Leicester and 
bishop of Salisbury. This deed merely ratifies the previous 
endowment without further addition. 1 It would appear, however, 
that, if the chapel was in working order at this date, it was not 
yet provided with a distinct constitution; and it is likely that 
the enactment of the statute of mortmain in 1279 hindered the 
complete fulfilment of the purpose of Anketin and Roger. At 
any rate, Roger did not take out a licence in mortmain until 
thirty years after his previous charter.

The next document in point of date is a grant of Thomas, 
earl of Lancaster and Leicester, .the chief lord of Noseley, by 
letters patent in French, dated at Kenilworth, St. Stephen's day 
(26 Dec.) 1302. 2 The earl, for the health of his soul, gives licence 
to his dear friend in God, master Roger de Mortivaus, to grant 
in alms (enausmoner) to God and holy Church two messuages, 
two tofts, and a virgate of land in the town of Noseley for the 
profit of his chapel of Noseley, to have and to hold without gain 
saying of the earl and his heirs, in pure and perpetual alms for ever. 
This is attested by the "chevalers" who were keeping Christmas 
with earl Thomas ; Henry of Lancaster, the earl's brother, Robert 
Fitz Neel, Nicholas de Saint-Moi, Peter of Graunzon, Henry 
Appleby, Walter of Bath, and Alan of Wandesoph.

Within the next fortnight, on 6 Jan. 1302-3, the jury sum 
moned for the inquest returned that it would not be to the king's 
damage to grant licence to master Roger Martivall to give and

iReg. II, f. 222 :Latin text and translation from roll of 1579-80 in Assoc.
Soc. R. & P. xxv, 450, 451 (u. s. no. 13.) 

aReg. II, f. 222 d. : French text and translation from toll of 1579-80 in
Assoc. Soc, R. & P. xxv, 451, 452, (u. s. no. 14.)
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assign three messuages, 6j virgates of land, and eight marks of 
rent in Noseley, Stretton, and Gilmorton to four chaplains, to 
celebrate divine service for the souls of the said Roger and his 
ancestors in the chapel of St. Mary of Noseley every day for 
ever. Of these, the three messuages and one virgate in Noseley 
were held of the earl of Leicester by service of a rose yearly, and 
were worth ten shillings; Si virgates in Gildemorton were held 
in chief of Robert de la Warde by service of a close gillyflower 
yearly, and were worth half a mark ; and the eight marks of rent 
in Stretton were held of John de Harcourt by no service. The 
jury stated that £10 of lands and rents in Gildemorton, and £40 
of lands and rents in Noseley would remain to Roger beyond the 
proposed gift. 1

No immediate result followed this, and no letters patent were 
granted; and, when the chapel eventually received its full com 
plement of endowments, the land in Gilmorton was omitted, and 
the number of chaplains reduced from four to three. No reason 
for this is apparent; and the delay in completing the foundation 
may have been due mainly to the unreadiness or hesitation of the 
patrons of the parish church of Noseley to consent to a scheme 
which threatened to divert the offerings of the parishioners to 
the new chapel. The advowson of the church, like that of 
several other churches in Leicestershire, was held of the abbot 
and convent of Saint-Evroult, the Benedictine monastery in the 
south of Normandy specially connected with the family of Hugh 
de Grentemaisnil. There is no record of any objection which 
they or their representative in England, the prior of Ware, offered 
to the proposed foundation ; but the first record of their consent, 
which was obviously necessary r is a letter of Thomas, the abbot, 
and his convent to bishop Dalderby, dated from Saint-Evroult, 
Easter Monday (4 April), 1304. 2 Commending in the Lord the 
devotion of the venerable master Roger de Martival, lord of 
Noseley, they give their assent that he and his heirs, his 
successors, lords of Noseley, may have the chapel in their manor 
of.the said town free, and priests and clerks to minister therein 
at their desire for all time to come. A saving clause guarantees

!Inq. a. q. d. file 43, no 16.
2Reg. II, f. 223 d. : Latin text and translation from roll of 1579-80 in 

Assoc. Sac. R. & P. xxv, 452, 453 (u. s. no. 15.)
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the.indemnity of the parish church, according to the ordinance 
which the bishop shall see good to make touching this matter.

Incidentally, the clause in this letter which relates to the 
freedom of the chapel has some bearing upon the constitution of 
free chapels in general. In the phrase ut . . . capellam in manerio 
sito dicte ville liberam . . . habere valeant, the word liberam is 
clearly predicative. There is already a manorial chapel, but it 
has not been a free chapel. The general conclusion of writers 
who have had occasion to define a free chapel is that such chapels 
were originally founded by the Crown on royal manors, and, being 
donatives of the Crown or its grantees were exempt from 
episcopal jurisdiction. This, no doubt, was the origin 
of many free chapels, like that of St. Giles of Blaston, 
which traced its free status to its foundation by Richard 
I. 1 On the other hand this Noseley document bears 
witness to the creation of a free chapel in a manor held by a sub 
tenant. Its freedom is achieved by the consent of the patron of 
the parish church, not by any grant of a king ; and, as we shall 
see, that freedom was not exemption from episcopal control. The 
obvious inference is that, while certain free chapels owed their 
existence to prescriptive rights derived from the prerogative of the 
Crown to deal as it chose with royal chapels, their free condition 
could be produced by other means ; and further, that their free 
dom arose from their extra-parochial situation. They were 
independent of the parish churches, apart from the payment of 
pensions by way of indemnity, like the yearly five shillings paid 
by the chapel at Blaston to the parish church of Medbourne. The 
foundation of a free manorial chapel practically meant the creation 
of a small parish, with compensation to the mother church ; and it 
is significant that, in the dioceses of Hereford and Lichfield, where 
such chapels were numerous, the term "free chapel" was fre 
quently applied, in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, to 
churches whose parochial character was thoroughly established.

In spite of the consent of the abbot and convent, some two 
years passed before any further step was taken. In the interval, 
however, the consent of sir John Harcourt, as chief lord, was 
obtained to the alienation of eight marks of rent in the soke of 
Stretton and Norton. His charter bears date Sunday after St.

According to the inquisition reported in Lincoln Reg. II, ff. 219-221 d.
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Edmund, king aid martyr, 1305. 1 Another inquest, held on 
Monday after St. Hilary, 1305-6, reported in favour of a grant 
of the property already mentioned in Noseley and Stretton ; but, 
as has already been noted, the land in Gilmorton was now left out, 
and 'the endowment was limited to three chaplains instead of 
four. 2 This marks the beginning of the final establishment of the 
chapel upon its permanent foundation. From what follows, it 
will be noticed that one of the three messuages and the virgate 
of land in Noseley were given to the parish church, in com 
pensation for the expected loss which the chapel would bring to 
the rector ; while the two other messuages and the rent in Stretton 
were secured to the chaplains. As the jury still assessed Roger's 
remaining property in Gilmorton and Noseley at the same amount 
as in 1302-3, it would appear that the grant of land in Gilmorton, 
as originally proposed, was subsequently regarded as detrimental 
to the services due to the chief lord of the fee.

On 16 June 1306, occur three letters patent of Edward I 
relating to Noseley, which bear date at St. Albans. 3 The first 
confirm the grant of Anketin de Martival, as concerns the 
endowments in Slawston, Hallaton and Houghton, provided that 
it was made before the statute of mortmain. A note in the copy 
in the register states that Anketin died before the coronation of 
Edward I, i.e., before 19 August 1274, and therefore very soon 
after his grant was made. The second and third letters patent 
begin with the customary preamble declaring the object of the 
statute of mortmain, the alienation of no property to religious 
persons or others without the consent of the Crown and the chief 
lord of the fee. By a fine made with the king before the treasurer 
and the barons of the exchequer, licence is granted to master 
Roger de Martival to assign two messuages and eight marks of 
rent in Noseley and Stretton to three chaplains, who are to 
celebrate divine service in the chapel of St. Mary of the manor 
of Noseley, for the soul of the said Roger and those of his 
ancestors, and to the chaplains to receive the same. The third 
letters patent contain a similar licence to Roger to give and assign

iReg II, f. 222 and d. I/atin text and translation from roll of 1579-80 in
Assoc. Soc. R. &f P. xxv, 454, 455 (u. s. no. 16.) 

2Inq. a. q. d. file 62, no. 14. 
3Reg. Ill, ff. 222 d. 223. See also Cal. Pat. rolls 1301-1307, p. 444. Latin

text and translation from roll of 1579-80, in Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxv,
456-8 ; xxvi, 276, 277 (u. s. nos. 17, 18, 19.)



2 38 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

a messuage and a virgate of land in Noseley to master Simon of 
Rothewelle, parson of the church of Noseley, with licence to 
Simon to receive them.

The next step, after the royal licence had been obtained, was 
to make the necessary arrangement with the rector of the parish 
church, by which the rights of the chapel were denned. On 1 
August 1306, the highly interesting composition, of which a 
translation follows, was made between master Roger and the 
rector. 1

This is the covenant made between master Simon of Rothewell, 
rector of the parish church of Xouesle, of the one party, and master 
Roger de Martivall, archdeacon of Leycestre and lord of Nouesle 
aforesaid, of the other. To wit, that the said master Simon, with 
the assent and will of the abbot and convent of Saint-Evroult, the 
patrons of the church of Nouesle aforesaid, and of the prior of Ware, 
their proctor general in England, and of the venerable father John, 
by the grace of God bishop of Lincoln, grants, for himself and his 
church aforesaid and his successors for ever, to sir Miles of 
Leycestre, chaplain, celebrating, at the time of the grant of this 
deed, in the chapel of our Lord Jesus Christ and of the blessed 
Mary His mother situate in the said master Roger's manor of 
Nouesle, and to his successors who shall celebrate divine sen-ice 
in the same, and to God and the chapel aforesaid, the liberties 
written beneath. To wit, that :

The aforesaid chapel shall freely have bells ;
Children born within the manor, of the lord's free household, 

shall receive baptism at the chapel font ;
Espousals of women of the lord's or lady's chamber, and their 

purifications after childbirth, shall be duly celebrated within the 
same chapel ;

And to these three solemnities of baptism, espousals, and puri 
fications, the priest of the parish shall be invited, out of reverence 
to the mother church, if he will or can come ; but, if not, the priest 
of the chapel for the time being shall perform the said solemnities ;

And the oblations made at the said solemnities shall go to 
the uses of the chapel ;

The lord of the manor, moreover, his lady, all their free house 
hold, such as the knights, priests and clerks of the household, the 
yeomen, damsels, chamber-women and washerwomen in the suit 
of the lord or lady, the bailiffs of the manor, falconers, huntsmen, 
fowlers, and minstrels, cutters, armarii, chamberlains, pantlers, 
butlers, cooks and their serving-folk, bakers, brewsters and their 
serving-folk, shoeing-smiths and grooms of the stable, letter- 
carriers, gatekeepers, and whosoever else there be who follow the 
lord or lady, as they pass from manor to manor, and strangers also, 
in whatsoever wise they come, and stone-masons, carpenters,

!Reg. II, ff. 224, 225, embodied in the bishop's letters of confirmation. 
There are two copies of the original covenant at Noseley, one of 
which bears date 1 August, and the other 14 September 1306, so that 
they are not counterparts. Latin text and translation, with a 
photographic facsimile, of the covenant of 14 September in Assoc. 
Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 281-8 (u. s. no. 23.)



THE MANOR OF NOSELEY 239

plumbers, rqpfers of houses, wallers, ditchers, makers of hedges, 
and repairers or makers of harness, and other such mechanic 
workmen who make not their home in the town of Nouesle or 
Ilneston, so far as it is of the parish of the rector of Nouesle, and 
likewise the priests and clerks of the aforesaid chapel, shall make 
their oblations in the said chapel on the davs whereon they are 
bound to offer, or at other times as they will offer them of their 
free will, and shall receive the sacraments of the Church from the same ;

And the same offerings, even as also the others abovesaid, shall 
be converted to the profit of the aforesaid chapel ;

And, if it happen that any man shall die in the manor of 
Nouesle, who has chosen his place of burial elsewhere than at the 
parish church of Nouesle, first, before he is carried to the place of 
burial thus chosen, he shall be borne to the aforesaid parish church ; 
and there shall mass be celebrated for him, and the mortuaries due 
and accustomed shall be paid to the same church ;

If it happen that any mass be celebrated in the chapel of the 
aforesaid manor for any person so deceased, the oblations made at 
the same mass shall go to the profit of the chapel ;

And the servants of lower degree that serve in the court, such 
as carters, ploughmen, herdsmen, parkers, field-keepers, swine 
herds, gardeners, cheese-makers, ox-herds, c*wherds, duck-keepers, 
threshers, washerwomen, men of the windmill, and reeves and 
villeins, whether they make their home in the parish of Nouesle or 
not, and carpenters and other hired workmen, if they have their 
homes in the parish of Nouesle, shall make their oblations in the 
parish church, and shall receive the sacraments of the Church in 
and from the same, even if such workmen be in need of any sac 
rament of the Church within the lord's manor ;

And, if perchance any oblation be received from any one of 
those carters, etc., by the priests of the chapel, which is due to 
the mother church by right of the parish, it shall be refunded to 
the same church as quickly as possible ;

It shall not be lawful for the priests of the said chapel to admit 
the rest of the parishioners of the town to confession or the other 
sacraments of the Church, or to blessed bread and holy water, 
to the prejudice of the parish church, or to receive trentals or 
annuals or money for the celebration of masses, or oblations due 
to the said church in the right of the parish, from the same ;

Also, the priest who shall be canonically admitted to the afore 
said chapel shall, on the day before the day of his induction into 
corporal possession of the aforesaid chapel, give warning before 
hand to the rector or him who holds his place that one of them 
may come, on the day of his induction, to receive from him an oath 
that he will faithfully observe in all its articles the ordinance made 
between the aforesaid master Roger and his successors and the 
aforesaid rector and his successors ;

But, if the rector for the time being, or he who holds his place, 
being so warned, will not or cannot come, then he who should 
induct the aforesaid priest into corporal possession aforesaid, _in 
the stead of the archdeacon of Leycestre or his official, shall receive 
the aforesaid oath from the same, without waiting for the presence 
of the rector or of him who holds his place ;

Also the water-carrier of the parish church shall bear holy water 
for the sprinkling in manner accustomed, both in the lord's manor 
and in the houses of the priests, and shall receive the gratuity that 
should be done him ;
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If any man, by authority of the ordinaries or otherwise, be 
involved in sentence of excommunication or suspension, one of the 
priests of the chapel, at the bidding of the rector of Nouesle or of 
his priest for the time being, shall be bound to pronounce the same 
man so suspended or excommunicate in the said chapel, which is 
situate within the limits of the aforesaid parish ;

Nor shall it be lawful for the aforesaid rector of the parish 
church, or for any of his successors, to claim aught in the advowson 
of the aforesaid chapel, so situate in the manor aforesaid, to the 
prejudice of master Roger or of the lords of the aforesaid rnanor 
for the time being ; but that advowson shall be wholly free and 
quit to them from the same [rector] and his successors for ever ;

Further, the aforesaid master Roger, considering the grant of 
all the liberties above said, and wishing to cause that grant to 
redound to the advantage and honour of the said parish church, so 
that the same church may not only be preserved in indemnity, but 
may also be increased with more abundant gifts, has, with con 
currence of the royal assent of the most excellent prince the lord 
Edward, by the grace of God the illustrious king of England, given, 
granted, and by this present writing confirmed to God and to the 
aforesaid parish church of blessed Mary of Nouesle, and to master 
Simon of Rothewell, the rector aforesaid of the same church, and 
to his successors for the time being, a messuage and a virgate of 
land entire, that is, in a croft and land in the town of Nouesle, with 
the meadows, grazings, pastures, and all the other easements to 
the aforesaid messuage and virgate within the town and without 
appertaining ; that messuage with the croft, to wit, which Syward 
le Procurour held in his lifetime of the same master Roger in 
villenage, and which are adjacent to the said rector's house on the 
north side, and that virgate of land without the croft, which John 
of Foxton held of the aforesaid master Roger in the town of 
Nouesle. To hold and to have freely and quit of all secular exaction 
or demand to the same master Simon and his church aforesaid, 
and to the parsons who shall succeed him in the same, in pure, 
free and perpetual alms, and as purely and freely as any secular 
thing can be transferred to the uses of the Church, for ever, in 
recompense for the oblations, rights of baptism, and all things 
which are above contained in the present writing. And the said 
master Roger, his heirs and their assigns shall warrant, acquit and 
defend to the aforesaid master Simon and to his parish church of 
Nouesle aforesaid, and to the parsons who shall succeed him in the 
same, the aforesaid messuage and virgate of land, with the 
meadows, etc., appertaining, against all folk for ever, from suits cf 
court, hundreds, views of frankpledge, scntages, and from all secular 
exaction whether without or within. In witness whereof the seals 
of the aforesaid master Simon and Roger are alternately appended 
to this indented deed of covenant, and at their instance, the seal 
of the venerable father, the lord John, by the grace of God the 
bishop above written of Lincoln, is likewise appended to both parts.

These being witnesses : sir John of Harington, lord of Gloriston, 
sir Roger of Wyvill, lord of Stonton, sir John Maunsel, lord of 
Tyrlington, sir Robert of Boyvill, lord of Stokfaston, sir William 
of Sauston, knights ; and master Thomas of Nassinsfton, recto1" of 
the church of Humberston ; and sir William of Hakenesse, rector of 
a mediety of the church of Halugton, and sir Richard of Langeton, 
rector of the church of Norton ; and John of Noneray in Burton, 
then coroner, Robert of Meleburn in Carleton, 1 Henry lueton in 
Billesdon, and others.

JCalled "Robert of Carleton, called of Medeburn" in the rector's charter.
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Given anft done at Nouesle in the feast of St. Peter at Chains, 
in the year of our Lord 1806, and in the S4th year of the reign of 
king Edward, the son of king Henry.

The charter of the rector of Noseley, granted on the same 
day, closely corresponds to the text of the indenture, with the 
differences due to the charter being drawn up in the first person, 
and with a few unimportant variations of phrase. 1 The terms of 
the document speak for themselves and need very little comment. 
To the present writer they seem to be of exceptional importance, 
as defining precisely and clearly the relations between a manorial 
chapel and the church of the parish in which it was situated. 
There can be little doubt that master Roger's legal education and 
experience had influence upon the lucidity of the deed ; and it is 
probable also that the rector of Noseley, with his master's degree, 
was a competent lawyer. The covenant received the assent of 
the prior of Ware on 4 August, who sent his letters of ratification 
to the bishop of Lincoln, asking him to confirm the arrangement. 2 
On 29 August, Thomas, abbot of Saint-Evroult, and his convent, 
ratified the covenant by letters patent. Both these letters have 
an almost identical preamble, praising the indefatigable devotion 
of master Roger and his desire "that God may for ever be extolled 
with resounding proclamations" in his chapel, calling attention 
to the liberties granted to the chapel by the rector, and noticing 
"that the favour kindly granted in this behalf is not turned to 
abuse, and shall not render the receiver ungrateful, but that 
master Roger has looked upon the parish church with a better 
gift, which is so much in excess of the said liberties, inasmuch 
as it is expected to be of greater value from year to year."3

The letters of the abbot and convent of Saint-Evroult and 
of the prior of Ware, together with the covenant, were submitted 
to bishop Dalderby by master Roger and master Simon, who 
appeared before him in person at Liddington. His letters of 
confirmation bear date 29 September, and were confirmed by the 
sub-dean and chapter of the church of Lincoln, in the absence of

iReg. II, ff. 225 d., 226.
2Reg. II, f. 224. lyatin text and translation (from roll of 1579-80) in

Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 278-280 (n. s. no. 21, where date is wrongly
given as 10 August.) 

. II, ff. 228 d., 224. Jjatia text .and translation, from roll of 1579-80,
in Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxwi, 280, 281 (m. s. no. 22.)
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the dean, on 5 October 1307. 1 The charters also by which master 
Simon granted the liberties to the chapel, and master Roger the 
gift of land to the parish church, in addition to the deed of 
covenant which embodied the contents of both, were confirmed 
by the bishop and by the chapter on the same dates. 2 The 
essential portion of the bishop's confirmation, following upon the 
text of the covenant and charters, is as follows: —

Because, therefore, all Christian men who are devoted to God 
have ever striven with great favour to increase divine worship, 
and they that are set as watchmen over the house of the Lord are 
specially bound to this, we, wishing, as by our office we are bound, 
to augment the service of Christ, since it has been submitted to us 
by letters patent of the men of religion, the abbot and convent cf 
Saint-Evroult, the patrons of the parish church of Nouesle aforesaid, 
that we should make ordinance between the aforesaid rector and 
the said master Roger, saving in all things the indemnity of the 
same parish church, and since we have received intelligence, by 
letters patent of the prior of Ware, the proctor general in England 
of the said religious, that the aforesaid parish church by this pretext 
has been made not poorer, but richer, and, having taken into 
account, on the other hand, what a number of divine offices may in 
process of time be performed in the abovesaid chapel, which will 
in future be able to win souls to God, with the co-operation of His 
grace, do hold ratified and accepted all things and sundry con 
tained in the aforesaid covenant and charters, and, at the instance 
and request of the aforesaid masters Simon and Roger, appearing 
before us in person, have thought fit to confirm them by our pon 
tifical authority, with all the more favour in that, as we believe, 
the divine grace has the more richly prevented the aforesaid master 
Roger in his devout purpose. We inhibit also, under pain of 
canonical distraint, anyone from rashly presuming in time to come 
to alter what has been lawfully done for the maintenance of divine 
service in this behalf to any other use or estate.

All necessary preliminaries, except the confirmation by the 
chapter of Lincoln, being thus concluded, the founder drew up 
his ordinance for the chapel, which was issued at Noseley on 
28 October, 1306, and was subsequently registered at Lincoln. 3

How many and how great are the storms of the inner man, the 
foes of peace, wherein the exile of this world abounds, experience, 
the effective reyealer of doubts, daily makes manifest. I, therefore, 
Roger de Martivallis, archdeacon of Leycestre and lord of Nouesle, 
wishing, with the Lord's consent, to make ready for myself in the 
desert of this world a straight path, whereby, under the guidance

!The text of the covenant with the episcopal confirmation is included in 
the letters of the sub-dean and chapter, Reg. II, ff, 224-225 d. There 
are three copies of the episcopal confirmation at Noseley, reciting 
the covenant. See Assoc. Soc. R. <Sf P. xxvi, 288-292 (u. s. no. 24, 
25, 26. For confirmation by the chapter see ibid. 299, 300 (u. s. no. 28).

2Reg. II, ff. 225 d. 227 : partial Latin text and translation in Assoc. Soc. 
R. & P. xxvi, 300-302 (u. s. no. 29.)

3Reg. II, 227-229. There is an original copy among the Noseley deeds, 
as well as the copy in the roll of 1579-80. A translation in Assoc. 
Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 292-299 (u. s. no. 27.)
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of divine grace amid the powers of this darkness, I may the more 
easily be able to come to that place, where I may deserve after 
toil to receive the wage of true recompense, have thought worthy, 
with all the kindly favour that was in my power, to hold in grace 
and acceptation the gifts and grants which, before the time of the 
publication of the lord king's statute against the assignment of 
lands and tenements in mortmain, sir Anketin de Martivallis, knight, 
my father, now deceased, made, for his soul and for the souls of 
his ancestors and successors and all the faithful departed, to our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to the chapel of blessed Mary, situate in his, 
and now in my manor of Nouesle, and to the chaplains who shall 
celebrate divine service and do service to God in the same for ever ; 
to wit, of a messuage with the appurtenances in Nouesle, and of 
a messuage and a virgate of land with the appurtenances in Slauston, 
and of five acres of arable land with the appurtenances in Halgton, 
and of four virgates of land with the appurtenances in Houghton, 
and of the villein tenants of the aforesaid tenements and their 
families. Not only have I done this by my charter before the 
publication of the said statute ; but also, that the affair might be 
brought about with more security, and that the said chaplains 
might abide more peacefully hereafter in protection against the 
assaults of their enemies, have I now, after the publication of the 
said statute, and no long time, to wit, before the time of the 
making of these presents, caused the aforesaid gifts and grants to 
be abundantly and more firmly ratified by royal licence, as by the 
king's charter made therefor may more fully appear to him that 
looks thereon.

Being mindful, moreover, of the spiritual path abovesaid, and 
knowing how it is ever seemly that increase should be done to 
divine worship, I have given and assigned a messuage and eight 
marks of rent with the appurtenances in Nouesle and Stretton to 
the same chaplains who, in the chapel of the said my manor, in 
honour of the Ascension or our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
Assumption of the glorious Virgin His mother, the which festivals, 
from the time when I attained years of discretion, I have loved 
heartily after my measure with the prerogative of peculiar honour, 
shall celebrate for ever for my soul, and for the souls of my 
ancestors and successors, and of all the faithful departed, to the 
maintenance of them and of certain clerks who shall serve the 
same chaplains therein. And the said my gifts and assignments 
I have not only confirmed by my own charter, but have also pro 
cured the charters of the lords the earl of Leycestre and John of 
Harecurt, lords of that fee, and the charter of licence of the lord 
king, that I may have power to make the said gifts and assign 
ments to the same chaplains, and the same chaplains may have 
power to receive them from me.

Nevertheless, under this condition, that the perpetual grant 
which follows should be made to sir Miles of Leycestre, the chaplain 
of the aforesaid chapel, and to his successors, and to God and the 
chapel aforesaid, for time to come, by master Simon of Rothewell, 
rector of the parish church of Nouesle, with the assent of those 
concerned. To wit, that the oblations made in the aforesaid chapel 
at the solemnisations of the baptism of children born within the 
said manor, of the free household of the lord for the time being, 
and of the espousals of women of the lord's or lady's chamber, and 
of their purifications after childbirth ; and also that the oblations 
of the lord of the said manor and the lady, and of all their free 
household that be of their following as they pass from manor to 
manor, and of strangers who come in any wise, and of what mechanic 
workmen so ever in the said manor, who make not their home in the 
parish of Nouesle, except certain servants of lower degree, as is
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more openly contained in a certain deed of covenant indented, 
made between the aforesaid master Simon and me in this behalf ; 
and also that the oblations of the priests and clerks of the aforesaid 
chapel, on the days whereon all these folk, save those who are 
excepted, are bound to offer, or at other times will offer of their 
own freewill, and the oblations, moreover, to be made in the 
aforesaid chapel, at masses which are perchance to be celebrated 
for any dead folk, might altogether go to the use, advantage, and 
profit of the aforesaid chapel for ever ; and that the same chapel 
should have fully the other liberties which, for perpetual stability, 
are in the said writing of covenant more fully inserted, and 
which, for greater security, are afterwards confirmed by the said 
rector's separate charter.

In recompense for all the said liberties, I have given, granted, 
and not only by the aforesaid writing indented, but also by my 
separate charter, vice versa, have confirmed to God and the parish 
church of blessed Mary of Nouesle aforesaid, and to the aforesaid 
master Simon, rector of the same church, and to his successors 
for the time being, for ever, a messuage and a yirgate of land with 
the appurtenances in the town of Nouesle, previously acquired and 
had for the purpose of doing this by the licence of the abovesaid 
lord earl of Leycestre, and also by the king's licence, as evidently 
appears by his charters in this behalf made.

Seeing, therefore, that both the gifts and grants of the said 
knight my father before the time of the aforesaid statute, and my 
own gifts and grants after the time of the same statute, have been 
sufficiently protected by the charters and instruments of all who are 
concerned, and so ordained that they should have the strength of 
perpetual stability, and the aforesaid chapel, as regards the 
oblations and other liberties aforesaid, has been and, for time to 
come, should be entirely free, I have at present proposed, according 
to that which for a long time I have determined in my mind, to 
make ordinance and new disposition concerning all these things, 
and also concerning the chaplains and clerks who shall do service 
for ever in the aforesaid chapel, to last for all time.

Being unwilling, therefore, in the first place, that the aforesaid 
chaplains should be of equal importance in estate and condition, 
lest perchance strife may afterwards arise among them, which of 
them shall seem to be greater, I ordain and appoint by these presents 
that not only sir Miles, the chaplain abovesaid, who by my pres 
entation has been admitted to the same chapel by the lord bishop 
of Lincoln and instituted in the same, and at the time of the 
making of these presents has been inducted into corporal possession 
thereof, and for the first time, by my appointment, has been called 
rector of the abovesaid chapel, but also his successors for the time 
being, to whom in succession I wish that the name of rector of the 
chapel of Nouesle shall belong, so far as they have competently 
come to corporal possession of the same by the ways of presentation, 
institution, and induction, may have power, so often as he who is 
rector for the time shall see convenient, to remove both the chaplain 
fellows and the clerks that are set under them, and, so often as 
they have been removed, to substitute freely others, whomsoever 
he thinks fit, in their place ; and that the said rector may so far 
excel the other chaplains in fulness of honour, inasmuch as, in the 
rule of the chapel and the disposal of the goods thereunto apper 
taining, the greater cure has been delivered to him in preference 
to them.

Further, I will, ordain, and appoint by these presents that, 
as often as the aforesaid chapel is void, so often shall some priest, 
sufficient and suitable, be presented, for a peremptory term, by
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me or my successors, the lords of Nouesle for the time being, 
within forty days from the time of every voidance of the same, to 
the bishop of Lincoln, when the see is occupied and he is present 
in the realm, or at other times, when the see is void or the bishop 
is busy outside the realm, to the chapter of Lincoln, that is, to the 
canons there resident, without waiting for the others.

And, if I or my successors, the lords of Nouesle for the time 
being, within the space of the said forty days from the time of each 
voidance, shall delay to present a suitable priest, then it shall be 
lawful for the aforesaid bishop of Lincoln, when the see is occupied 
and he is present in the realm, or for the chapter of Lincoln, that 
is, the canons resident, when the see is void or the bishop is busy 
outside the realm, within other forty days on each occasion, in the 
event of negligence of those to whom it shall appertain to make 
presentation in this behalf, to bestow the aforesaid chapel upon 
some honest person, being in the order of priesthood.

And I will that all such persons, to whom in such events the 
aforesaid chapel shall be collated of full right, as well as those who 
shall be presented to the same by me and my successors, the lords 
of Nouesle, and admitted, shall henceforth be inducted into corporal 
possession thereof by the archdeacon of Leycestre or his official, 
after a bodily oath has been first proffered by them, even as it has 
been sworn by the said Miles, that they will faithfully observe, as 
regards all its articles, this my ordinance and the statutes 
published or during my time to be published, and to be confirmed 
by the lord bishop of Lincoln, and that they will minister in person 
in the said chapel, and make continual residence in the same.

Moreover, because human greed is proved to be so cruel that, 
with its burning heat ever turned upon itself, it ceases not to draw 
to itself whatever it can, it might happen that the rector of the 
chapel for the time being, having removed the other chaplains and 
clerks, or if they had left the aforesaid chapel in any other wise, 
or had died, might for a long period of delay, with gross back 
sliding, avoid providing other chaplains and clerks in their place 
with due readiness, or might thus meanwhile, albeit wickedly, 
fatten his own purse out of the portions which should belong to 
them. I therefore will, ordain and appoint that I and my successors, 
the lords of Nouesle for the time being, and the ordinaries of the 
place, may have power not only to compel the said sir Miles, now 
the rector of the aforesaid chapel, and his successors for ever, to 
find at an early date the chaplains and clerks who are or shall be 
fitting, but also, if he or they neglect so to do, to insist with effect 
on his and their deprivation, especially on the ground of perjury.

But, because neither I nor my successors aforesaid, nor even the 
ordinaries of the place, can always undertake to guarantee our daily 
presence so often as we could, if we wished, as visitors, of the 
rectors of the aforesaid chapel for the time being, I have thought 
fit in this behalf and in like cases, to charge most straitly the 
consciences of the said sir Miles and of all his successors for ever, 
that the load shall be upon them and their souls of all the 
indignation and anger of Almighty God which they heap up for 
themselves in the day of wrath, if. under pretext "f any transitory 
advantage, they attempt by any considered malice whatever to 
hinder the service of God, which is past all price. ,

Moreover, as touching the gifts and grants, all and several, 
abovesaid, which by my charter I have renewed to the said sir Miles 
and his successors, so far as they proceeded from the gift of the 
said my father, and which by the same charter, so far as they 
proceeded from my own gift, I have more firmly established to the 
same sir Miles and his successors ; and, as touching the oblations
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ever, shall receive for himself yearly four marks less a halfpenny, 
with the escheats which may hereafter casually fall in from the 
abovesaid villeins of Houchton.

And the said sir Miles, for his time, and each of his successors 
in the same manner for ever, shall have yearly, for the maintenance 
of his clerk, two marks less a halfpenny.

And the said sir Miles, for his time, and each of his successors 
in the same manner for ever, shall have yearly, for the maintenance 
of his fellow chaplain, four marks less a halfpenny.

And the said sir Miles, for his time, and each of his successors 
in the same manner for ever, shall have yearly, for the maintenance 
of the second clerk, two marks less a halfpenny.

And, if any profits remain or accrue from year to year out of the 
said gifts, grants and oblations, above the aforesaid sums par 
ticularly specified, I will, ordain, and determine that they shall be 
entirely converted to the maintenance of the chapel aforesaid, of the 
lights and other necessaries of the same ; and that the said sir 
Miles, and every one of his successors for the time being, shall 
collect all such profits remaining, after deducting certain portions 
abovesaid, and shall keep them under trusty ward. And, once a 
year, when they shall be required by me or my successors aforesaid, 
every one of them, for his time, shall be bound to render a faithful 
and full reckoning thereof.

And, if, in the process of time, with the favour of divine grace, 
the said profits have so far increased, that out of them, apart from 
the maintenance of the same chapel and of the lights and other 
necessaries to the same appertaining, a chaplain or clerk, or more 
chaplains and clerks, may be maintained for some competent period, 
I will that, touching the rendering of such account, it be so ordained, 
on the peril of the souls of the aforesaid my successors, and of sir 
Miles and his successors for the time being, that as many more priests 
be appointed, celebrating in the aforesaid chapel, with clerks, as 
best the multiplied receipt of such profits may make sufficient for 
this purpose, and that, with the increase of divine sufficiency in 
such profits, the befitting number of such ministers may do increase 
to God and the chapel aforesaid.

Furthermore, seeing that it is not fitting and seemly that any 
but pure ministers should do service to the Author of purity, I 
beseech and adjure both the said sir Miles and each of his suc 
cessors for ever, that, by their clean and honest conversation, they 
so behave themselves outwardly that, the more they are approved 
to conform in very likeness to Him who should dwell within, the 
more praiseworthily may the rest of the chaplains and clerks take 
from them the pattern of honest life. And if it happen hereafter, 
which God forbid, that the said sir Miles or anyone of his suc 
cessors, slackening the reins of purity, shall, by the folly of the 
flesh, relapse loosely into incontinent living, or otherwise incur 
the demerit hereunder added, I will, ordain, and determine by 
these presents that, after any one of them has been thrice convicted 
of notable crime, he shall be utterly deprived from the aforesaid 
chapel by the ordinaries of the place ; nor shall it be lawful for 
him, whosoever he be, to make appeal from such deprivation in 
any sort, or to hinder by any means the admission of one that is or 
is to be presented.

If Roger may live for some space of time, the portion of the 
said rector of the chapel shall be increased, if God so grant ; for he
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would be unwilling for the said rector to be removed, unless for his 
fault. And, if the said sir Roger die before the increase of the 
said rector's portion, it would please him well if he may, partly by 
his own gooas and partly with the help of his friends, make such 
provision that service should not fail in the said chapel [and that 
the said rector] should be removed from the said service only for 
his fault, and not by reason of any infirmity or disease. 1

If also it happen afterwards that the said sir Miles or any one 
of his successors, which God avert, shall fall sick of permanent 
infirmity or incurable disease, 1 will, ordain, and determine that, 
in the said events, the same process which has been expressed 
above concerning them, as touching deprivation and prohibition of 
appeal and of hindrance to the presentation of another, shall be 
observed in all things.

Also, because, as is above contained, I have appointed that 
the said sir Miles and his successors in time to come shall be pure 
of life, it is still beyond doubt expedient for them to swear that 
they will hire none but pure and honest chaplains and clerks to 
dwell with them and to serve in the aforesaid chapel ; the which 
chaplains and clerks, if perchance in course of time they walk not, 
as should become them, in the way of honesty, the rector of the 
chapel for the time being shall remove, and hire in their place there 
others more worthy ; so that all the ministers may be pure, in that 
they should, with clean lips and sincerity of heart, perform the 
pure ministry of God in the aforesaid chapel.

In the which chapel I will that no other clerks shall be in any 
wise retained than they whose voices be already fully changed 
from boys' to men's. But I will that all such priests and hired 
clerks shall have sufficient knowledge of reading and song.

I will verily that the canonical mass of the day shall be 
celebrated every day about the third hour, and that mass of the 
blessed mother of God be the first to be said daily, as early as 
possible in the morning.

Further, it shall not be lawful for the said sir Miles, or for any 
one his successor for ever, to hold the aforesaid chapel with any 
ecclesiastical benefice outside the parish of Nouesle.

And the said sir Miles, and every one of his successors for the 
time being for ever, shall preserve in seemly condition the vest 
ments and books which in the beginning I have bestowed upon the 
aforesaid chapel, and which I have left to the same in my will, even 
as they are more fully written down among their statutes.

And if the same chapel be void by the cession or decease of the 
said sir ililes, now the rector of the aforesaid chapel, or of any one of 
his successors, and he that so makes cession or deceases shall, at 
his departure or decease or before, have received the whole money 
due at any term, by reason of which money the aforesaid chapel 
should be served thereafter until the next term for the receipt of 
rent, I will that he who has received such money shall be bound at 
his own costs to find in the aforesaid chapel that service which he 
so cedes or from which he deceases until the said next term. And 
if he have received part of the money of any term in manner afore 
said, he shall find the aforesaid service for the corresponding part 
of the time.

And, that justice may pay to each man that which is his own, 
I will that, if he who so cedes or deceases have not received his full

IThis paragraph is added at the bottom of f. 228 d. • there is a hiatus in the 
sense of the last clause. It is obviously in the nature of a mem 
orandum inserted by the bishop's clerk.



248 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

salary for the time of his service paid, whatsoever shall be fitting 
for the time wherein he has served without salary shall be paid him, 
after distinction has been made between the parts of the year and 
his receipts have been examined.

I will.moreover, that no impediment shall be put by me or my 
successors aforesaid in the way of the said sir Miles or of any one of 
his successors for ever, so that any one of them may not freely 
make his will, as touching the goods acquired after his induction into 
corporal possession of the aforesaid chapel ; on condition, however, 
that every one of them at his decease, even as is ordained above 
concerning them that cede or decease, so far as he shall have received 
before his death the whole rent due at any term or part of the same, 
in so far shall be bound, as is aforesaid, to maintain at his own costs 
the service wherefrom he deceases in the said chapel, for the whole 
time remaining over from the hour of his death until the next term 
for the* receipt of rent, or for part of the time to be apportioned to 
the part of the rent received.

In witness of all which things, I have caused this my ordinance 
to be drawn up in three separate writings, whereof each one, having 
been collated from beginning to end, agrees word for word without 
any difference. Wherefore I have caused them to be secured with 
the protection of my seal, and, for the more surety and authority 
hereof, to be approved and also confirmed by the seal of the ven 
erable father John, by the grace of God bishop of Lincoln. So that 
one of the said writings shall remain for ever in the treasury of 
Lincoln, and the second in the hands of me and my successors, the 
lords of Nouesle, and the third in the hands of the rector of the 
aforesaid chapel for the time being.

Given at Nouesle on the day of the Apostles Simon and Jude, 
in the year of our Lord the one thousandth three hundredth and 
sixth.

The statutes of the chapel, which are mentioned in this 
document as separately composed, no longer exist; and the 
ordinance deals very briefly with the question of the services, 
which were evidently discussed more fully in them. Its main 
object was to secure, by as binding conditions as might be 
devised, a regular succession of rectors and chaplains on a 
financially sound basis. A possible increase in their number is 
contemplated ; but, as a matter of fact, this was never achieved. 
On the other hand, this modest foundation certainly justified the 
care of its founder. One of the earliest of the chantry colleges 
which were founded in some number during the next two 
centuries, it survived much more ambitious establishments. Of 
the colleges which came into existence shortly afterwards, within 
no great distance of Noseley, under the protection of prosperous 
king's clerks and officials, Roger Beler's chapel, with its thirteen 
chaplains, at Kirkby-on-Wreak, was diverted from its original 
secular constitution, after some forty years, into a priory of 
Austin canons ; Gilbert of Middleton's chantry of seven chaplains
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at Wappenham £eems to have died a natural death ; while John 
Giffard's college of thirteen priests at Cotterstock, and Thomas 
of Beckingham's college of seven priests at Sibthorpe, seem to 
have supported fewer chaplains than their revenues were intended 
to supply, and their wardenships became sinecures. The chapel 
of Noseley, on the contrary, pursued an undisturbed existence 
until the suppression of chantries.

An augmentation of the endowment was provided in 1334 
by Robert Sadington and William Herle, who, on 24 Feb. 1333-4, 
had licence to alienate in frank almoin, for a fine of £20, to John, 
warden of the chapel of Nouesle, a third part of the manor 
of Garthorp, held in chief by a rent of Is. 9d. yearly as sheriff's 
aid. 1 But the revenues, in an age of rising prices, were still 
inadequate ; and in 1336 Robert Sadington made petition to the 
bishop of Lincoln for the appropriation of the parish church of 
Noseley by the chaplains. The substance of his petition is 
embodied in the commission issued by the bishop at Gosberton, 
11 Oct. 1336 : 2

Albeit the same chapel has been both beautifully and nobly 
built, not without heavy costs and charges, to the honour of the 
blessed Virgin, and is duly governed by several ministers, never 
theless its yearly fruits and incomings are so slender and scanty 
that they are not sufficient for the befitting maintenance of the 
same chapel and its ministers ; nor may due hospitality or the 
other accustomed burthens be longer met out of the same, unless 
more bounteous help be given to the same chapel from other 
sources. Wherefore he has humbly besought us that, in relief of 
the burthens aforesaid, we would deign to appropriate to the war 
dens and grant them to their own uses for ever the parish church 
of Nouesle, within the parish whereof the said chapel is situated, 
the right of patronage of the which church he has now of late 
acquired for the warden of the aforesaid chapel and his successors 
with exceeding toil and expense.

It appears therefore that Sadington had recently bought or 
was preparing to buy the advowson of the parish church from the 
abbot and convent of Saint-Evroult and granted it to the chap-

Z. Pat. rolls 1330-1334, p. 516. I/atin text and translation of exempli 
fication, granted 8 June, 1344 (Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 307-309. 
(u. s. no. 32.) This property had been acquired by Herle and Sad- 
iagton, for Sadington and his heirs, from Thomas of Everyngham, 
during whose lifetime they undertook to pay 20 marks yearly rent 
for it (Col. Pat. rolls 1330-1334, p. 477.

2Contained in the deed of appropriation, Reg. IV, ff. 152 d. 153. There 
is an original copy of this among the Noseley deeds, as well as one 
on the roll of 1579-80. Translation in Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 
304-307 (u. s. no. 31.)
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lains. The abbot and convent were no doubt willing to assent 
to the bargain, as in 1336 the property of alien religious houses in 
England was liable to confiscation, with the increasingly hostile 
relations between England and France which led, two years 
later, to the outbreak of the hundred years' war. Further, the 
foundation of the chapel had obviously, in spite of safeguards, 
overshadowed the parish church and taken from it a large pro 
portion, if not most, of its parishioners. "For reverence and 
love of the most amiable Virgin, our patron, and for the increase 
of divine worship whereto we are bound," the bishop hearkened 
to the petition, and commissioned his official, Simon Islip, the 
future archbishop of Canterbury, to inquire into the circum 
stances and proceed, if all was well, with the appropriation. 
After a long delay, Islip issued his decree to the warden of the 
chapel on 20 Nov. 1338 : 1

Simon of Islep, official of Lincoln, commissary sufficiently 
deputed of the venerable father Henry, by the grace of God bishop 
of Lincoln, to the business hereunder written, to our beloved in 
Christ sir John of llneston, warden of the chapel of blessed Mary 
of Nouesle, of the diocese of Lincoln, greeting in the embraces cf 
the Saviour. More particularly does the most sweet Virgin, who 
is nobly set upon the hill of Syon,2 incite and invite to the more 
fruitful advancement of the places that are hers them whom the 
eminence of that hill, which is filled with her sweetness, exalts 
with the highest honours and ceases not to pursue with gracious 
favours. Now, seeing that the yearly fruits and rents of the chapel 
of Nouesle aforesaid, built, not without heavy costs and charges, in 
honour of the aforesaid most blessed Virgin, and set, as is well 
known, under the rule of the said eminence, within the diocese of 
Lincoln, the which is adorned with most fair books, and beautified 
with vestments and other precious ornaments, are so slender and 
scanty that they are not sufficient for the befitting maintenance of 
itself, the books and ornaments aforesaid, and of the ministers of 
the same chapel ; nor, as seems likely, may wonted hospitality be 
kept out of the same, and the other heavy burthens that now are 
incumbent thereon, or the greater burthens which, amid the growing 
wickedness of the world, may, we fear, be laid thereon in times to 
come, be borne without the remedy of further devout assistance : 
considering, moreover, the amount of dilapidation and decay which 
the parish church of Nouesle, within the parish whereof the said 
chapel is well known to be situate, suffers, to the repair of which, in 
case of imminent necessity, the scantiness of its parishioners would 
not suffice ; and because, at the same time, it is very dangerously 
situated outside the same town, and because, from the effect of the 
appropriation of the said church to the wardens of the aforesaid 
chapel, in the nearer neighbourhood whereof the aforesaid par 
ishioners dwell, no harm, or very little, will be done to the same

!See previous note.
2The figurative allusions throughout this preamble are clearly suggested 

by the noble situation of the cathedral church of the diocese, 
dedicated to the blessed Virgin, upon the hill of Lincoln.
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parishioners, 'inasmuch as hereby the fruits and rents of the afore 
said church will be converted more than has been wont, in that 
the neighbourhood will be closer, not outside, but within the parish, 
to the uses of the parishioners and of the poor of the same, even as 
all these things are perfectly clear by the inquisition which, having 
summoned those who should be summoned in this behalf, we have 
caused to be made concerning them, by the episcopal authority of 
the said venerable father, sufficiently committed to us herein, with 
the consent and assent of the venerable chapter of the church of 
Lincoln, after solemn and diligent treaty previously held in com 
mon between them, and with due observance of the legal order 
which is required in this behalf, having diligently weighed the 
causes aforesaid, and the other evident necessities and imminent 
advantages herein, whereof also in form of law sufficient assurance 
has been given us, we, for the increase of divine worship, wherennto 
your affection, and chiefly that of your founder, is bent, do grant 
and also assign to you and to your successors, the wardens of the said 
chapel, for ever, so far as belongs to the said venerable father, the 
aforesaid parish church of Nouesle, which is of your patronage, with 
all its rights and appurtenances, to your own uses, in relief of the 
burthens aforesaid, and to the more abundant support of the said 
ministers in especial. So that, on the cession or decease of the 
rector of the said church, the warden for the time being may freely 
take into his hands and obtain possession of the same, with all its 
rights and appurtenances, with the authority nevertheless of the 
said venerable father and of his successors, and convert it to his 
proper uses, as has been said. Provided, however, that the cure of 
souls, wherewith, at the several admissions of such wardens, each 
one of the same shall be specially charged by the ordinary of the
Elace, shall, even as they will make answer at the strict judgment, 

e duly ruled by themselves, or at any rate by some discreet and 
suitable priest, who shall be sufficiently paid at the costs of the 
church ; and that the said church shall not be defrauded of due 
services, and the wonted burdens incumbent upon it shall be faith 
fully acknowledged by you. Saving always to the said venerable father 
and his successors, and to his chapter aforesaid in the voidance of 
the episcopal see, all the emolument that shall be forthcoming to 
the said church in the time of its voidance by the death or cession 
of such wardens ; and saving in all things the episcopal rights and 
customs and the dignity of the same church of Lincoln.

Islip's decree, which contains also the text of the bishop's 
commission, was confirmed on 21 November by the chapter of 
Lincoln, represented by Walter Stauren, the treasurer, Nicholas 
Tarent, the sub-dean, and ten other canons. Its terms bear out 
the suggestions which are furnished by the petition of the patron. 
The old parish church stood apart from the main centre of 
population, of which ,the nucleus was the manor-house ; the 
manorial chapel had practically absorbed the parishioners ; and 
the church itself was falling into dilapidation. Although the 
decree said nothing about the future of the church fabric, and 
merely transferred the cure of souls to the warden of the chapel, 
its practical effect was to release the proprietors from all respon 
sibility to the building, which the existence of the chapel
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rendered superfluous. Although the old church was still used 
for service in the middle of the sixteenth century, the nature of 
those services is not defined. A building threatened with ruin 
in 1336, and with no legal safeguard for its upkeep, cannot have 
been a very effective parish church in 1547 ; and it may fairly 
be assumed that, after 1336, the ordinary parochial services were 
transferred to the chapel. At the same time the chapel was a 
free chapel with its own constitution, and under the separate 
patronage of the lord of the manor : if the warden, after presen 
tation and institution to the chapel, became ipso facto rector of 
Noseley, the fruits of the rectory were his own property, but it 
was purely as warden of the chapel that he was entitled to them. 
The parish church, in fact, ceased to be a separate entity, and was 
merged in the chapel, which now became wholly responsible for 
the cure of souls. The case of Noseley may be contrasted with 
that of Boughton, near Northampton, where, in the fifteenth 
century, the old parish church, lying some way from the village, 
was abandoned, and its services transferred to a chantry chapel 
in the village ; and with that of Bringhurst, where the mother 
church, though still maintained, was gradually superseded in im 
portance by the dependent chapel of Great Easton. In both these 
instances, the benefice remained as before, and the change involved 
was merely one of convenience. At Noseley one of two separate 
benefices absorbed the other, and profited at its expense.

While the proceeding was thus desirable and convenient, it 
had an effect which was unforeseen in 1338. When, in the reign 
of Edward VI, the chantry was suppressed and the office of 
warden ceased, the cure of souls united to it still remained. But, 
as to this cure of souls there was no separate act of institution, 
the appointment to it now lay entirely at the disposition of a lay 
rector; and the parochial chaplaincy in the free chapel became, 
by a process to be described later, a donative, held at the pleasure 
of the patron, and without institution from the bishop. So long 
as the original constitution of the chapel lasted, the endowment 
of a vicarage was unnecessary, and would have defeated the 
purpose for which the parish church was appropriated to the 
warden ; but the arrangement which left the cure of souls at the 
mercy of the ecclesiastical proprietor produced one of those
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anomalous situations of which, after the Reformation, the lay 
impropriator became master.

Meanwhile, the advowson of the chapel remained in the
possession of the lords of Noseley. Roger de Martival, however,
shortly before his death, on 22 February 1329-30 had made it
over by charter to his nephew Anketin de Martival, who, as we
have seen already, was resident at Noseley in 1332, though
whether as actual lord of the manor or as a life-tenant is not
clear. This charter, dated from the episcopal manor-house of
Potterne, Wilts., was made to Anketin and his lawful heirs, with
successive remainders, in the usual contingency, to John, son and
heir of John Hubond, and to Anketin, son and heir of Robert de
Martival of Ullesthorpe, and the heirs of their bodies ; and, failing
these, to the right heirs of Roger. 1 This seems to be an attempt
to put the advowson in independent hands; but it would appear
that the remainders were quickly extinguished, and that it soon
came into the possession of the right heir, i.e., of Robert of Sad-
ington through his marriage with the heiress Joyce. Sir Robert
was the chief witness to the charter by which, on 25 April 1361,
Margaret, who was the wife of Peter Styworth of Houghton,
granted to Ralph, warden of the chapel, and his successors all
her right and claim in all lands, tenements and rents which were
of Peter her husband in Carlton Curlieu. 2 The same warden,
Ralph Peck, appears with William Gower, chaplain, as plaintiff,
in a fine levied at Trinity 1369, by which Ralph Hastynges and
Isabel his wife, the daughter of Robert Sadington and Joyce de
Martival, conveyed, for themselves and the heirs of Isabel, to the
warden, for 100 marks of silver paid by him and William Gower,
the advowson of a mediety of the church of Hallaton. Another
fine was made at Michaelmas 1375 between the two rectors of
Hallaton, William Gower and Robert, John Dyke, chaplain,
William Spencer, Robert Boulot, John Welye, chaplain, and
William of Rowelle, chaplain, plaintiffs, and Ralph Hastynges
and Isabel his wife, defendants, by which two messuages and
eight acres of wood in Noseley were declared to be the right of
William of Rowelle and his heirs for ever, with a clause of
warranty against the heirs of Isabel. William of Roth well or

iText and translation in Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxiv, 302-304 (u. s. no. 30.) 
ZHastings MSS. at Ashby.
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Rowelle was warden of the chapel, and the other persons men 
tioned in the fine, apart from the two rectors, who were probably 
responsible for the payment, seem to be the two other chaplains 
and the clerks upon the foundation. It is evident that the 
premises were made over to the use of the chapel, in the personal 
name of the warden and his heirs, a proceeding by which the 
statute of mortmain was evaded. William of Rothwell appears 
again as defendant in a plea of £40, brought against him at 
Easter 1381, by Henry of Petlyng, vicar of Enderby. 1

Nichols2 quotes, without reference for his authority and with 
the inaccurate date 1466, an indenture between Thomas Hasil- 
rigge and William his son and heir, on the one part, and John 
Jobby, rector or warden of the rectory of Noseley, and the chap 
lains of the said place, on the other, dated 9 October 1465 (5 Edw. 
IV). By this Thomas and William granted to the warden and 
chaplains and their successors a piece of land in Noseley called 
le Barnyerd, with a croft, etc., for 24 years, at a rent of two 
roses yearly at Midsummer, and for the due performance of 
certain divine services specified. The interest of this document 
lies in the description of Thomas Hasilrigge as lord of Xoseley 
and the proper rector of the church there, founded in the honour 
of the Ascension of our Lord and the Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary ; while the warden of the chapel is also referred to as rector 
of the said rectory. As we have seen, the rector of Noseley had 
become merged in the wardenship of the chapel, so that the 
warden might be styled rector or parson as an alternative to his 
actual title. It would be difficult, however, to justify the grounds 
on which the lord of the manor claimed to be "proper rector" 
of the church or chapel, or to be more than patron of the chapel, 
from which the rectory was now inseparable. The claim, how 
ever, if it had no justification at the time, anticipates the attitude 
of Thomas Hasilrigge's post-reformation successors to the chapel, 
when the incumbents became merely curates appointed at their 
will, and, after the termination of the collegiate chantry, the lords 
of the manor, after some vicissitudes, found the rectory at their 
disposal. Nevertheless, at this time, the wardenship was a 
benefice held by episcopal institution. If Nichols quoted the

iDe Banco roll 482 (Easter, 4 Rich. II), m. 872 d. 
2Op. cit. II, 741.
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deed rightly, the only alternative seems to be that, on the one 
hand, Thomas Hasilrigge usurped a title which did not belong 
to him, or that, on the other, he claimed the rectory on the ground 
that he farmed the rectorial tithes in Noseley and that part of 
Illston which was in the parish, paying the warden an annual 
stipend in compensation. This latter explanation, which agrees 
with the state of things existing at a later date, would account 
for his precise description of himself as "proper rector" ; and it 
is obvious that, although the free chapel was not actually a parish 
church, the fact that the parochial services had probably been 
transferred there for a century and a quarter might easily lead to 
some ambiguity in the terms referring to it.

In the last years of the collegiate foundation the position of 
the warden as rector is quite clear. In 1526, in addition to the 
staff of warden, two priest-chaplains, two deacons or clerks, and 
an organist, there was a curate, doubtless deputed by the warden 
for parochial duty. 1 In 1534-5, the warden alone is mentioned, 
with the fact that he held the rectory in appropriation. 2 The cer 
tificate returned in 1547, in pursuance of the first chantry act, 
with its statement of the revenues of the chapel, has been printed 
elsewhere. 3 It gives the information that Roger de Martival 
built the chapel, which is probably correct; but the statement 
that the foundation was intended by him "to serve the great cure" 
is obviously wrong, as he took no steps in this direction. The 
distinction between the chapel and the parish church is also in 
correctly stated. Dennys Moryson, the rector of the chapel, "is 
parson there, and hath been accustomed to be master of the same 
chapel, because it is annexed to the same parsonage, which par 
sonage is of the yearly value of £10, and is reserved to the said 
parson for serving the cure there," i.e., in addition to the sum of 
£11 5s. 8d. which, after deductions amounting to £13 4s. 4ld., 
was his net return from the chapel. The actual truth of the case 
was that the rector of the chapel was accustomed to be parson of 
the church, because it was annexed to the said chapel. Two other 
statements are of interest. The chapel is said to be a mile dis-

iSubsidy collected in dio. Lincoln, ed. Salfer, p.
z Valor Eccles. (Record Comm.) iv, 160. See the survey of 30 January

1534-5, printed in Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 313 (u. s. no. 36.) 
SAssoc. Soc. R. & P. xxx, 508-510.
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tant from the parish church, which implies that the church was 
still standing. We know from other sources that divine service 
was still performed there, at any rate occasionally ; but, as we 
have shown, no provision had been made for its maintenance in 
1336 ; and it is probable that by this time it was reserved merely 
for mortuary purposes. It, or what remained of it, was pulled 
down later. Its site is still marked by a field known as the Church 
yard close. 1 The assessment of the number of "houseling 
people" at 400 may be exaggerated, and in general little reliance 
is to be put upon estimates of this kind, which were made at 
random.

The property of the chapel in 1547 was derived mainly from 
its possessions in Garthorpe and Caldecote, co. Warwick, near 
Atherstone, estimated at £9 3s. 8d. and £10 17s. 8d. respectively. 
The remainder, £4 11s. 5£d., came from property in Houghton 
{42s.), Hallaton (16s. 8d.), Slawston (6s. 8d.), Norton-by-Galby 
(12s. S^d.), and Galby (13s. 8d.) The charges upon the gross 
sum of £24 12s. 9|d., consisted of rents paid to the hundred of 
Framland out of Garthorpe (4s. Id.), and to the Crown out of 
Hallaton (3id.) ; in fees to a bailiff or collector at Garthorpe 
(13s. 4d.), to a bailiff of the remaining property (26s. 8d.), and 
to a steward of the court of these lands (20s.) ; in the yearly 
stipends of 53s. 4d. to each of the two chaplains, John Exton and 
John Revell, and 26s. 8d. to each of the two clerks ; and in tenths 
to the Crown (40s.)

The college was suppressed and its possessions dispersed after 
the second chantry act, passed at the end of 1547. The particulars 
of its property in Garthorpe, which on 1 February 1548-9 was 
granted to the purchaser Edward Watson of Rockingham, have been 
printed2 : they were valued at £170 4s. Od. on 24 years' purchase 
of the greater part, with four cottages at 14 years' purchase, 
reckoning from Michaelmas 1548. The bailiff bought his fees 
for life at 20 years' purchase, amounting to £6 13s. 4d. Other 
particulars have not been preserved. As has already been shown, 
the cure of souls, previously annexed to the wardenship without 
separate institution, and having no independent existence or 
status from the point of view of advowson, 'eventually relapsed

lAssoc. Soc. R. & P. xxv, 433. *Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxx, 550-552.
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into the conditiorf of a donative at the disposal of the lord of the 
manor, who from 1591 onwards might justly describe himself as 
the proper rector of the church of Noseley."

The history of the advowson of the chapel complicates 
matters considerably. Strictly speaking, the suppression of the 
collegiate foundation brought the chapel and all its possessions 
into the hands of the king, and thus the advowson ceased 
altogether or at any rate was in abeyance. But, from the de 
positions made at an inquisition taken at Market Harborough in 
Trinity term 1584, upon matters relating to the tithes of Noseley, 
it appears that Dennys Moryson, "being both parson and warden 
of Noseley," was granted an annuity of £6 for life by John 
Beaumont, the commissioner under the second chantry act. Beau 
mont also, about 1549, it was said—though this part of the story, 
as will be seen, is open to some doubt—pulled down the parish 
church, or what was left of it, "and in consideration thereof did 
leave the chappie church there now standing." The two chaplains 
had life annuities of £5, and the two clerks of £3 13s. 4d. Mory 
son, in addition to his pension as ex-warden, enjoyed "the whole 
parsonage" throughout his life : one deponent, who had been 
for some time in his service, stated that, as he had heard, he "did, 
during the time of king Edward VI, say service in the chapel now 
standing, and in queen Mary's time did say mass there." Pre 
sumably, in the reign of Elizabeth, he reverted to the reformed 
service: the date of his death, however, does not appear. The 
same deponent, referring to a space of eight years which in 1584 
he described as "thirty years past," represented that Bertine 
Hasilrigge was then paying tithe to Moryson "for the closes 
called by the names of the Wolpitt, the pawrk, the cowpasture, 
the Lordes Bushefelde, and one other close called the meadowe 
close" ; while from the other parishioners, Dennys Spendlowe, 
who was one of the pensioned clerks, and was then servant to 
Moryson, received on his behalf a yearly rate of £10 for the tithe 
of the three fields called Netherfield, Mill field and Cotton's field. 
Thus, in addition to his pension, Moryson continued to receive 
demesne tithe as well as the annual composition of £10 from the 
rectorial tithe of the parish, arising from these three fields, tithe 
for which, as another deponent said, was not paid in kind. 1

lExch. depositions by comm., Trin. 26 Eliz., no. 4, Leicester (1584).
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When Bertine Hasilrigge died in 1565, he was said to be 
seised of the advowson of the collegiate chantry, into which he had 
entered as his father's heir in 1541, before the suppression. This 
description can mean nothing more than that he exercised the 
right, on somewhat insecure grounds, of appointing the chaplain 
who served the cure of souls of Noseley in the chapel; for there 
was no longer a collegiate chantry, and the site of the chapel and 
chantry-house, although now used for parochial purposes, could 
not ipso facto create the advowson of the parish church in place 
of that of the chantry. Moreover, the right of appointing a 
chaplain lay rather with the Crown than with the lord of the 
manor. Nevertheless, Bertine's grandson and heir, Thomas, by 
means which, as appeared later, were disingenuous, contrived to 
present to the cure of souls, and two of his presentees were in 
stituted in 1572 and 1577. 1 While bishop Cooper's register refers 
to the benefice as a rectory, the index to his act-book, from which 
the entry has disappeared, styles it a vicarage. 2 This in any 
case is a mistake ; but the nature of the benefice might well be 
doubted.

Owing to the refusal of the presentee in 1577 to take oath, 
his institution was cancelled ; and it was probably on account of 
this that the chapel and its remaining possessions were disposed 
of by the Crown, to which they had reverted by the act of 1547. 
On 20 September 1578, by letters patent dated at Ipswich, queen 
Elizabeth granted the chapel or chantry of the Ascension of our 
Ix>rd and the Assumption of the Virgin, of Noseley, with all 
lands, etc., belonging to the same, to John Farneham, of the 
Nether hall in Quorndon, co. Leicester, one of the queen's gentle 
men pensioners. 3 John Farneham, on 27 May 1583 conveyed the 
premises to John Annabell or Annable of London, gent.* In 
the meantime, it appears that Thomas Hazlerigg and his suc 
cessive presentees, Matthew, Mapperley and John Hitches, 
resented and prepared to withstand this inroad upon the supposed 
rights of the patron and incumbent. It seems that, in the first 
instance, they managed to secure their position by admitting the 
right of the Crown to the impropriate rectory. On the other

^•Lincoln Epis. Records 1571-1584, ed. Foster ((Lincoln Record Soc. pp. 
2/bid., p. 39. 35, 39, 265, 266.) 
SASSOC. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 318 (embodied in no. 44.) 
4/btd., 316 (no. 40.)
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hand, the purchasers of £he chapel protested against this as an 
abuse of the court which recognised it, and attacked Hazlerigg's 
appropriation of the right of presentation to the parish church. 
The episcopal registers at Lincoln were searched for evidence, and 
copies of the documents relating to the chapel were made, "to 
prove what lands did belong to the chantry chappie of Noseley 
and the irnpropriacion." These were entered upon a roll, to which 
bishop Cooper affixed his seal on 31 January 1579-80. 1 Annable 
brought an action for intrusion and trespass at the exchequer 
against Hazlerigg and Hitches, and in 1581 obtained a verdict 
in his favour. 2 A counter-suit, however, was be|vn by the 
unsuccessful parties and other parishioners of Noseley against him 
and his agent, William Trussel, from whom and from the curate 
appointed to serve the cure they withheld the keys of the chapel 
door, in defiance of the injunction obtained against them. An 
exemplification of the whole process under letters patent, bearing 
date 12 February 1584-5, is still in existence, embodying full 
details of the inquisition at Market Harborough which has been 
mentioned already.3 Owing to its great length, this document 
has never been printed ; and here it is possible only to comment 
on some leading points of the evidence, derived from the cer 
tificate as it appears in the records of the exchequer.

John Annable's main assertion was that neither Thomas 
Hazlerigg nor any of his predecessors owned the advowson of the 
parish church ; and he further backed up his position by denying 
the descent of the Hazleriggs from the Martivals, inserting a 
family named Friday into the supposed descent. To this latter 
statement the records already cited for the descent of the manor 
lend no colour ; and Annable's real object, while he allowed that 
the Hazleriggs were in possession of the estate, was to combat the 
idea, which he specifically denied, that the advowson had been 
purchased by sir Robert Sadington. His version of the case was 
that, about 12 Edward III, John Ilneston, then Warden of the 
chantry, purchased to himself and his successors, wardens, the 
advowson of the parish church and impropriated the parsonage. 
Apart from the impropriation of the parsonage, this is extremely

. xxvi, 316 (u. s. no. 39.)
xxvi, 316, 317 (u. s. no. 41, being an exemplification under letters
patent, 31 May 1583.) 

. xxvi, 317 (a. s. no. 42.)
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doubtful. The evidence of the appropriation documents, already 
quoted, goes to show that, in 10 Edward III, Sadington made 
petition for the union of the parsonage to the chapel, for the 
special purpose of augmenting the slender endowments of the 
foundation and preserving it from imminent poverty. As the 
appropriation was delayed until 12 Edward III, the purchase may 
have taken some time in completion and may have been formally 
made in the name of the warden. In this case, Annable's plea 
was technically correct; but it is obvious that, if the warden had 
made the purchase motu proprio and out of his own private 
pocket, there was no need for the intervention of Sadington in 
the matter, and it may fairly be concluded that, if the warden was 
the nominal conveyee, the money was found by Sadington. It 
may also be reasonably asked whether, if John Ilneston was a 
clerk who was able to buy even a small advowson on his own 
account, it is likely that he would be merely the warden of a poor 
community of chantry chaplains..

From this point, however, Annable was on firm ground. 
Ilneston, he said, in right of his chantry, was seised of the par 
sonage as parson, although the name of parson was drowned in 
that of warden of the said chantry. The parsonage continued so 
impropriate for 208 (sic.) years1 until 1 Edward VI, when, by the 
statute of the dissolution of chantries, the said chantry with its 
lands, tithes, etc., and the house and parish church came lawfully 
to the king, who was thus seised thereof in his demesne as of fee, 
together with the lands in Garthorpe, Houghton and elsewhere. 
The point which Annable proceeded to make was that Bertine 
Hazlerigg, then lord of Noseley, ought to have declared the truth 
of the case to the commissioners and petitioned for the endowment 
of a perpetual vicar to serve the cure of souls, obtaining from 
them a certificate under seal to this effect. Instead of this, he 
took an indirect course, and, concealing the matter from the 
Crown, caused the parish church, in which divine service was 
celebrated after the passing of the chantry act, and which then 
belonged to the king, to be pulled down and defaced, converting 
the materials, as Annable had heard reported, to his own use. 
Further, Thomas Hazlerigg, the plaintiff in the case, had con 
tinued the same course of concealment, and, intending by cunning

iThe reckoning is actually till 1S46, the year of the first chantry act.
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handling to set fuch colour on the concealment that it should not 
be espied, had converted the chapel, which belonged to the Crown, 
to be in place of the said parish church, and had caused divine 
service to be celebrated therein. While the inquisitions after the 
deaths of Thomas, the father of Bertine, and of Bertine himself, 
found that both were seised of the advowson of the chapel, the 
present Thomas Hazlerigg in 1565, on the death of his father 
Miles, had deceived the inquisition into finding that Thomas, 
father of Bertine, was seised of the advowson of the church, and 
not of the chantry or chapel of Noseley. This was totally con 
trary to the records of presentation and institution of incumbents 
of the chapel: the entries in the episcopal registers shewed that 
the incumbent was custos or guardian or rector of the chapel, 
bound to personal residence therein and to keep its ordinances, 
and never was called rector of the church until the time of the 
appropriation. Coming to the question of the parochial tithe, 
Annable said that in the time of Thomas, father of Bertine, there 
were in Noseley about fourteen ploughs, and the people that 
followed the same dwelt in houses of husbandry and did occupy 
tillage, the tithes from which were paid in corn. This arable 
land was now converted into pasture, so that, as it was creditably 
reported, there was not so much as one house used with husbandry 
or one plough left. If Thomas Hazlerigg and the other plaintiffs 
had included in their bill a shepherd or two more than those 
actually mentioned by name therein, they had named all the 
inhabitants now existing in Noseley. 1

The statement about the tithe was intended to meet the 
denial of the plaintiffs that tithe had always been paid in kind. 
If the statement in the certificate returned under the first chantry 
act is true, the warden of the chapel in 1547 was receiving an 
annual stipend in lieu of tithe ; and we may refer again to the 
probability that, as early as 1465, when the first Thomas Hazlerigg 
styled himself "proper rector," the rectorial tithe had been sur 
rendered to the lord of the manor in return for a lump sum paid 
annually. It may be said that the rest of the details brought 
forward by Annable bear the mark of truth, and that the des-

!One witness on the plaintiff's side said that there were five households 
in Noseley besides the hall and the parsonage : he apparently said 
that the parsonage house was untenanted. It was at any rate 
decayed and partly pulled down. At this date the parsonage house 
must refer to the chantry house.
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truction of the parish church by the Hazleriggs, though it might 
be attributed by them to John Beaumont, who, being dead, could 
be safely saddled with the blame, must have been notorious in the 
neighbourhood to be so definitely asserted. Their concealment 
and misrepresentation of the facts of the case may also be 
admitted, with the rider that the chantry commissioners, local 
men like Beaumont, must have known how the land lay and were 
therefore willing parties to the concealment. Nor does the 
evidence of the parishioners of Noseley on the side of Hazlerigg 
carry much weight against Annable's claim. On the other hand, 
if the parish church was still in use after the suppression of 
chantries, it is certainly likely that the services in it were of an 
occasional kind, and that, apart from burials, services had long 
been transferred to the chapel. This, however, does not affect the 
action of Thomas Hazlerigg in his claim to present rectors to the 
chapel as a parish church. That he did so in 1572 and 1577, and 
that the diocesan authorities were so ignorant o.f the real state of 
the case as to accept his presentees, is proved by the records at 
Lincoln. Whatever extenuating circumstances there may have 
been on the other side, Annable's deposition as regards the true 
nature of the benefice was perfectly accurate.

The inquisition took place about Midsummer 1584, and it 
would appear that Hazlerigg and the other plaintiffs once more 
failed to establish their case ; for on 25 November 1584 John 
Annable conveyed the free chapel and chantry with their appur 
tenances to William Raven of London, gent. 1 Subsequently, 
on 13 February 1590-1, Robert Taylor of London, esq., the 
mortgagee of Raven's property, conveyed, with Raven's consent, 
the premises to Thomas Andrew of Win wick, esq., co. North 
ampton, and Edward Hazlerigg of Arthingworth, gent., in the 
same county, for £1,500. 2 These two were respectively the father- 
in-law and younger brother of Thomas Hazlerigg of Noseley, 
and, according to Nichols, 3 were at this time lessees of the manor 
of Noseley, which in 1590 had been extended by order of the 
Crown (i.e., of the duchy of Lancaster) and let to them .for ninety 
years.

By this proceeding the free chapel came into the hands of the

d. xxvi, 318 (u. s. embodied in no. 44.) 
2/bid. (u. s. no. 45.) 3 Qp. cit. II, 743.
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representatives ef the lord of the manor as their property, and 
so into those of sir Arthur, the second baronet, grandson of the 
Thomas Hazlerigg living in 1590. It is obvious that the lease 
granted to these near relations of Thomas was so devised as to 
preserve the property from alienation ; while the purchase of the 
chapel effected what Thomas* litigation had failed to accomplish. 
We may sum up here the essential points to be noted in the 
history of the foundation. (1) The collegiate chantry was an 
independent corporation with endowments of its own, alienated to 
and vested in the warden by the founder and subsequent bene 
factors. (2) The advowson alone belonged to the founder and his 
successors, and, though it habitually belonged to the lords of the 
manor of Noseley, was not strictly appurtenant to the manor, but 
could be devised as a separate piece of property. (3) The rectory 
of the parish church became merged in the wardenship of the 
chapel, and its advowson ceased to be in consequence. (4) On 
the suppression of the chantry, its goods came into the court of 
augmentations and lay at the disposal of the Crown. (5) The 
parochial cure of souls was still served by the ex-warden, and the 
lords of the manor claimed and for some time were suffered to 
present to the rectory, although such right of presentation to a 
benefice which had ceased to have an independent existence was 
actually fictitious. (6) This claim, with its implied connexion 
of the rectory with the chapel, was eventually invalidated by 
legal proceedings, which established the right of possession in 
the chapel to purchasers from the Crown. (7) In the 
course of these proceedings, it was established also that 
the rectory impropriate was vested in the Crown and its grantees. 1 
(8) Thus the appropriation came to the lords of the manor through 
the purchase made in 1590-1, and the supposed rectory to which 
Thomas Hazlerigg had presented acquired its true status as a 
donative curacy at the disposal of the lay rector.

One further incident may be noted. In January 1629-30 
sir Arthur Hazlerigg made a fine by which he sold or mortgaged 
the manor of Noseley, with property in Noseley, Illston and 
Goadby, the rectory of Noseley with its appurtenances and 
oblations, the tithe of 250 acres of pasture in Illston, the advowson 
of the south mediety of the church of Hallaton, a mediety of all

iSee the statement confirming this, Assoc. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 317, 318 
(u. s. no. 43.)
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the tithe of Illston, the manors of Dinnington, Kawdon, East and 
West Brunton, Weetslade, Kenton and Blackdale, co. Northum 
berland, 1 and property in Eslington, Whittington,2 Darton and 
Thrunton, in the same county, to Richard Freeman and Thomas 
Horton, to the use of Richard Freeman and his heirs. The sum 
paid was £1,800. 3 The redemption of the mortgage on the 
chapel and its property was effected on 8 February 1636-7, when 
Richard Lane of the Middle Temple and Samuel Smyth of Gray's 
Inn conveyed to sir Arthur and his heirs "all that their free 
chapel or chantry called the chapel or chantry of the Ascension 
of our Lord and the Assumption of our Lady in Noseley," the 
impropriate rectory, with all the lands, etc., of the chapel, together 
with their moiety of all the tithes, lands, etc., in Illston, formally 
belonging to the late "college, free chapel, or chantry or rectory 
of Noseley."4 It is interesting to notice how, almost a hundred 
years after the suppression of the college, the original purpose 
of the chapel was still remembered, and its original dedication 
was still preserved in legal forms.

iThese places are all within a short distance of Newcastle and near one 
another. "Blackdale" does not appear on modern maps and may 
be an error for Blakelaw or Blagdon (Blakedene.)

2Probably Whittingham is meant.
SAssoc. Soc. R. & P. xxvi, 318, 319 (u. s. no. 46.)
Vbid. p. 320 (u. s. no. 47.)



NOSELEY CHAPEL INTERIOR, LOOKING WEST

NOSELEY CHAPEL, SOUTH SIDE



III.—Architectural Description of the Chapel.

The church of Noseley is a fine example of the chapel plan, 
without structural division between nave and chancel, of which 
there are other interesting examples in the county at Withcote 
and Rothley Temple. It is divided externally by buttresses, into 
nine bays. On the south side, the buttresses are complete, and 
in each bay except the westernmost there is a two-light window, 
The westernmost bay on the north side is also without & -window, 
and there are only six two-light windows on this side, as the 
second and third bays from the east end were covered by a tower 
and an intermediate building of two stories which joined it to the 
church. These have been taken down, and the wall next them 
•has been left blank.

There are three doorways in the western bay, of which that 
in the west wall is the main entrance to the church. This, which 
was blocked up until comparatively recent times, is of two orders 
without shafts or any division between arch and jambs. The 
outer order has a plain chamfer, the inner a hollow chamfer, 
running continuously to the head of the arch. In the upper part 
of the wall is a five-light window with a four-centred arch, inserted 
probably in the latter part of the fifteenth century. On either 
side of it is a niche with a trefoiled head, contemporary with the 
doorway below, and intended to hold statues. It is possible that 
these contained figures of the Blessed Virgin, the patroness of 
the chapel, and the Angel Gabriel, in honour of the Annunciation. 
The original window between them was probably of three lights, 
formed, like the two-light windows of the south walls, of plain 
forking mullions.

Of the two other doorways, that in the north wall has long 
been blocked. Both it and the south doorway have plain pointed 
arches with chamfers continued in the jambs. In the seventeenth 
century a new doorway, with a segmental head and with the edges 
of arch and jambs left plain, was inserted beneath the arch of 
the south doorway, and, higher in the wall, a panel with strap- 
work ornament was fixed, bearing the arms of Martival. The
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door of this period remains, with good iron banding on the ridges 
which divide it into small panels. This doorway formed the only 
entrance into the church, at any rate from the time of its alteration 
until the west doorway was reopened in modern times.

A blocked doorway, with its threshold well above the ground 
level, remains in the second bay from the east on the north side. 
This led from the church into the building between it and the 
tower, now destroyed.

The windows in the side walls are, as has been said, all of two 
lights, each with a single mullion forking at the head, and leaving 
a pierced spandrel below the crown of the arch, which is very 
acute. Arches, jambs and mullions are plainly chamfered, and 
the hood-moulds are plain. The east window is a large five-light 
opening with a four-centred head, contemporary with the window 
in the west wall: the middle light is wider than the rest, and the 
window is divided into two stages by a transom..

The insertion of the east and west windows was due to the 
lowering of the pitch of the roof and the rebuilding of the gables 
in the fifteenth century. At this time also the side-walls were 
finished off with an embattled parapet which was continued above 
the east and west gables. From Nichols' illustration, it seems 
probable that a belfry-stage was also added to the tower, which 
may originally have had a low spire.

Before discussing the date of the original building and of the 
alterations, we may take the architectural features of the interior 
in order from the east end. The east window internally has a 
very flat segmental rear-arch: the old glass which it contains 
may be left till later. The internal treatment of the side windows 
of the east bay is similar to that of the other lateral windows, 
with the exception of those in the fifth bay. In each the jambs 
below the rear-arch are widely splayed, and curve upward at the 
top to meet the almost imperceptible splay of the arch. The 
inner opening is moulded with an unbroken filleted roll, ter 
minating in small bases of two rolls at the level of the sill: this 
is considerably lower than the base of the window, from which 
to the sill there is a downward splay.

On the south side of the chancel is a double piscina with 
three sedilia on the west. The piscina and the sedilia form one
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piece of work, with five arches, moulded with filleted edge-rolls. 
The two arches of the piscina are trefoiled: those of the sedilia 
are plain. The capital of the dividing shaft of the piscina is 
ornamented with conventional foliage of thirteenth-century 
character; that of the half-shaft on the east has a well-cut row of 
dog-tooth; while that of the western half-shaft has plain mould 
ings. The shafts of the sedilia are formed of closely engaged 
clusters, with the effect of fluting: one of the capitals has con 
ventional foliage, but the rest are plainly moulded.

In the second bay on the north side is the inner opening of 
the blocked doorway which led to the destroyed tower and its 
annexe. Immediately west of this are the two great Hazlerigg 
monuments, which fill most of this side of the second and third 
bays. The quire, with its fine stalls and desks, occupies the 
fourth bay.

The sills of both window-openings in the fifth bay were not 
lowered, as are the others. East of these windows a screen 
crossed the church, with an altar on each side of its middle door 
way. The piscinas of these altars remain in the walls beneath 
the windows. Both have pointed heads with plain chamfers, and 
were deeply recessed to allow of upper shelves at the back : these 
shelves were evidently of wood, and have disappeared, but the 
arrangements for them remain.

The sixth, seventh, and eighth bays formed the nave of the 
chapel. The ninth and westernmost bay, containing the three 
doorways, was possibly screened off from the rest. There is a 
plain pointed recess with a chamfer east of the south doorway, 
which in the middle ages, as later, was the normal entrance of the 
building.

As already stated, the pitch of the roof was lowered in the 
fifteenth century, and new east and west windows were made to 
match the alteration. The present wooden roof, so far as it has 
not been repaired, is an excellent example of this date, with 
cambered tie-beams and short king-posts, and wall pieces ending 
in figures of angels. The spandrels formed by the braces from the 
wall-pieces to the tie-beams are filled with tracery, and the tie- 
beams have curved bosses in the middle.

The interior, as seen from east or west, is extremely striking ;
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and the great length of the building and its spaciousness of area 
are emphasised, rather than diminished, by the general simplicity 
of design and detail. Enough, too, is left of its medieval 
furniture to enable us to realise something of its appearance 
before the suppression of the college. The font, near the west 
end, is an octagonal stone tub, of a common early fourteenth- 
century type, raised upon a wooden pedestal which seems to be 
Jacobean, and with a rather elaborate modern cover. Bach of 
the eight sides is carved with geometrical window tracery, deeply 
recessed in moulded niches with crocketed canopies. The work 
is beautiful and delicate, and forms a remarkable contrast to the 
general absence of ornament from the stonework. While the 
carving of the capitals of the piscina and sedilia was doubtless 
the work of local stone-masons, the font was probably supplied 
by makers who traded in this type of church furniture, and were 
responsible for a large number of fonts, like that at St. Peter's, 
Northampton, of the same kind.

There are some remains, on each side of the west door, of an 
old screen, probably the rood-screen, which seem to be con 
temporary with the quire stalls and desks. These are fifteenth- 
century work. The stalls and seats have been largely renewed, 
but portions of the curved arms of the stalls, with figures of 
angels, are old. The desks, two on each side, have also been 
somewhat restored ; and the magnificent desk-ends, with huge and 
elaborately ornamented poppy-heads, have apparently been recarved 
in places, but with a skill which makes it difficult to distinguish 
between what is old and what new. Their surfaces are carved 
with patterns of tracery which display some variety of design ; 
and on the ledges formed by the inward curve of the sides, next 
the passage through the quire, are large figures of cocks, said to 
be the crest of the Stauntons of Sutton-on-Soar. The two western 
desk-ends, in addition to tracery, have panels of carving. That 
on the north side represents a burial, with three figures, one a 
priest with a book in his hands, above a partly open coffin con 
taining the body of a woman in a shroud. The middle of the 
coffin is closed, and by it stands a cock, of the same type as those 
on the ledges, but smaller. On the south side the corresponding 
panel has a lily-pot, surrounded by figures of three birds, within 
a beaded circle.
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The occurrence of the Staunton crest on the desk-ends seems 
to fix the date of this woodwork as approximately about 1473-4, 
the date of the death of William Hazlerigg, who married Elizabeth, 
daughter and co-heiress of Thomas Staunton. 1 It seems highly 
probable that the other fifteenth-century alterations, already 
alluded to, were carried out at the same time, and that the re 
furnishing of the quire formed part of a restoration of the whole 
chapel. As regards the date of the main structure, it is difficult 
to be positive; but it had without doubt been completed before 
the ultimate foundation of the college in 1306. The window 
tracery has been largely renewed, and Nichols' engraving of the 
south side seems to show that the windows on that side were then 
without mullions, although he shows mullions on the north. The 
present tracery, however, appears to represent the original 
accurately ; and the form may be of any date between 1270 and 
1300, as this simple type of tracery was used over a long period. 
The details of the piscina and sedilia suggest an earlier date, 
though not earlier than 1260 ; but it is possible that these came 
from the smaller chapel which seems to have preceded the present 
one, or they may have been brought from the parish church, 
when it was abandoned. On the whole, the main fabric, possibly 
begun about 1274 by Anketin de Martival, may be ascribed to 
the early days of Roger de Martival's inheritance, between 1280 
and 1290. The font is rather later than 1306, and was probably 
one of Roger's gifts to the chapel.

Some of the glass in the east window, including some figures 
and a gold shield with a label of five points azure, apparently is 
of early fourteenth-century date. In the heads of the lights are 
numerous fragments, chiefly of the fifteenth century ; while there 
is a later cartouche bearing the arms of Hazlerigg and Gorges 
quarterly. This glass is in very bad condition, and it is difficult 
to identify it with the figures mentioned in Nichols' description. 
Other stained glass, including that in the west window, is modern.

The present altar is a long Jacobean hall-table, very plain 
in design. The painting of Moses and the tablets of the com 
mandments from the eighteenth-century reredos are against the

!It may, however, be later, as Elizabeth and her second husband, Thomas 
Entwysell, seem to have lived at Noseley for some years after her 
first husband's death. But a date rather earlier than 1474 is probable.
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side walls of the chancel. There is a very handsome chest in the 
church with a curved top and fine ironwork, which was brought 
to Noseley from Carlton Curlieu within recent years.

The floor between the chancel and the quire is paved with a 
number of incised slabs. Some of these are badly broken, and 
the inscriptions on the fragments are insufficient to show their 
identity ; while some of the inscriptions mentioned by Nichols 
have disappeared or are no longer decipherable. Those which 
can now be made out refer to (1) Margaret, wife of John Blaket, 
formerly wife of Roger Heron, knight, and daughter of Ralph 
Hastyngs, d. 1406 ; (2) Thomas Hasylrygge and Elizabeth his 
wife, d. 29 Sept. 1467 ; (3) Bertin Hasilrige, d. 25 July 1565 ; 
(4) Thomas Heselrige, d. 31 May, 1600. Others can be partially 
read, but without certain indications of identity.

On the north side of the chapel, east of the quire-stalls, is 
the fine monument of sir Thomas Hesilrige, d. 11 Jan. 1629-30, 
and his wife Frances, daughter of William Gorges of Aldrington 
(i.e., Alderton), co. Northampton, d. 1668. This monument is 
an imposing piece of early Renaissance work in coloured marble 
and alabaster. East of this, above the chancel steps, is the 
classical monument, in white and black marble, with alabaster 
figures of great beauty, of the parliamentarian sir Arthur 
Hesilrige, d. 7 Jan. 1660-1, with his two wives, Frances, daughter 
of Thomas Elmes of Lilford, co. Northampton, d. 1632, and 
Dorothy, sister of Robert Greville, lord Brooke and baron of 
Beauchamp's Court, d. 28 Jan. 1650-1. The figures of sir Arthur's 
thirteen children, five by his first wife and eight by his second, 
kneel at the foot of the tomb, prominent among them his eldest 
son by the second marriage, Arthur, who died in 1649, act. 12, 
and appears from his epitaph to have been a youth of phenomenal 
accomplishments in learning.

On the south side of the chancel is a mural tablet to Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter of George Fenwicke of Brinkburn, co. Northum 
berland, and wife of sir Thomas Hesilrige : she died 30 May 1673. 
In the nave are the tablets of (1) sir Robert, d. 22 May 1713, and 
his wife Bridget, daughter of Samuel Rolle of Heanton, co. Devon, 
d. 26 July 1697 ; (2) sir Robert, d. 19 May 1721, aet. 55, and his 
wife Dorothy, second daughter of Banastre, lord Maynard of 
Easton at Tower, co. Essex, d. 11 Sept. 1748 ; (3) sir Arthur Grey
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NOSEI<EY CHAPKI,—MONUMENT TO SIR THOMAS BAZURIGG, KI. AND BART., 1629
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NOSELEY CHAPEL MONUMENT TO SIR ARTHUR HAZI,ERIGG, BART.,
J660
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Hazlerigg, d. 24 Oct. 1819, aet. 28. This interesting series of 
memorials is not complete, but they form a valuable succession 
of records of family history ; and the elaborate shields of arms on 
the two great monuments of the famous sir Arthur and his 
father recall the family alliances by which this Northumbrian 
family acquired, with its other property, the inheritance of the 
house of Martival, whose cinquefoil figures prominently here and 
on the slabs in the ch'ancel floor.




